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RIGHT WOR. 
ſhipfull , Sir George (a. 


rey knight, knight Mar 


ſhall of her M aiefties. bouſholde, &c, 


T. VV. his poore wel yiller, wiſheth aboun- 

dauncs of all good thinges in this liſe aud ter · 
nall bleiſedneſſe in the life to come, 

2 through Chriſte. 


O VV E glorious and ex- 
eellent a thing the church 
Nie ſelfe is; may Wr 
PI (Right V Vorthipfull ) by 


| many meanes: And a- 


ee 2 moneſt the reſt, euen b 
Nn: that all; both geo 
— nud bad, do challenge and 
clame (whether juitly or vnjuſtly, I minde not 
much novve to diſpute) not onely the nanie and 


ty le thereof. but the yens poſſeſſion of it alſo; 


3 Ihope 


| 
| 


The Epiſtle . 


Thope I ſhall not neede much to buſie my ſelſe 


in the proofe of this point: Becauſe, as it mani- 


feſtly appeateth, by ſundry examples of former 


times, and particularly, by the people of the 
Iewes in the dayes of Ieremiah the prophet: who 
cried out: The Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
of che Lord:this is the Temple of the Larde:as is 


to be ſeene in the ſeuenth chapter oſhis booke: 


So haucyve a moſt euident and playrie teſtimo- 
ny ef the ſame in this declining and doting olde 


age of the world: Fot whereabout are thole large 
 Giſputations which at this daye are handled be- 


tyveene the catholiques, as they would be called, 


and the true profeſſqurs of Chriſts Golpel, moſte 


occupied; [ pray youz but ſpeciallye about this 


ame? The thing rather, that in my mind is more 


to be ſtoode vpon, is this: namely, to ſee: what 


ſnhoulde be the cauſe why, that notwithſtanding 
that ſame preedye deſire that the greateſt num- 


ber haue, to retaine with them both the name of 


the Church, and the Churche it ſelfè: yet ſo ſewe 
haue it & hold it faſt. All men haue in them, not- 
withſtanding the defacing of God his image in 


them through ſinne, by ſome ſmall ſparkes of 


reaſon and iudgement; which yer remayne in 
them vndefaced, A certaine thirking after Bleſ- 


ſednes, and the hope of a betterlife: And this is 
the more inkindled in mennes hearts and heads, 
(when it plealeth God, to vouchſafe them in ſome 
mealureof his mercy, ſome light and kuowledge 

att! of 


ueſtion, and other controuerũes concerning the 


py 
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of his holy truth: by which they ſeegelizrwith our 
the Church there can bee no ſaluation. And that 
cauſeth them to preſſe on forward to vviſhto be 
of that number that hath ſo gracious a Priuilege 
graunted vnto the ſame: And 8 not 
wirhſtanding, it is a vvondet to ſee, ho che grea· 
teſt part of the vrorlde is dece iuedꝭ Vith a bare 
ſhadow and ſhevve of the ſame: For, that I may 
ſpeake nothing of the Infidelles in their idola - 
tries; norofthe Turkes, cleauing faſt to their 
Mah omet; Nor of the Ievves, openly diſpiting 
Chriſte the Sauiour of the vrorlde: and therefore 
all of them, of neceſſitye out of the Church, and 
conſequently void of ſaluation alſo:becauſe we 
hold not the head, which is Chriſt. To lex all the 

paſſe, I ſay, and to come to them vvhich in out- 
vvard ſhevy make ptofeſſion of Chriſtianitie and 
true religion; hovy many of them are there that 
are violently carried avvaye vvith as groſſe and 
a Idolatrie, as the heathem VVhat infinite 
multitudes periſh thorough ignorance,and want 
of the ſound knovvledge of God in Chriſtezhovy 
many are drovyned, to the. hazardiag of .cheit 
ovvne ſoules, vvith hortible erroures and heres 
fes And what a number are there in the yvorlde 
beſide, that ſhaking handes, as it vvere vviti A. 
theiſts(ye the vvorſt people of al)dolyevveltring 
in the pleaſures and profits of this lif ing no 
account at all, either of God in heauen, or oſ his- 
Church here in earthꝰ And vvhat would the Lord: 
teach ys by al this: verely firſt that vve malt haue 
* ' CNY H9 vue F ; 4 Ty 1 beer, 


' Gainhythar — chat there is a holy catho 


The Bile 


better eyes to diſcern his congregation by, then 


lightofour ovvn reaſon : for if euen then vvhẽ 
vvee h em | 2 * yet many y diſ- 

it, partly becauſe it is diſcerned ſpititua y,and 
— by the hard dealings of the enimies 
it is ſundry times 2 lovy an eb, that it 
ſeemeth to be ſhut vp in one mans perſon. And 
y in the conſeſſiun ofour Chriſtian 


lique Chitrehe: that then vve ſhall neuer be able 
to ſepetate it from the Synagogat of Satan by 
ouroyvne vndetſtanding and vvit:vvhich conſi- 
deratian.is yet further proficablez euen for the 
cunſutation of that immaginatiou and conceit, 
which ournduerſaries haue and bold concerning 
mans fretvyil: ſor iſ ve cannot by our ov vn cõ- 


t that vvee muſt haue from aboue, for 
te enlightning both of knovv- 
Lean much leſſe ſhall vve bee able to 
d choſe yvonderfull treaſures of moſt 
ſoutide, able, and profitable docttine that 
the Lad harh freely —— vppon his ſayde 
Church:Ofvyhich * Apoſtle lai ti that the eye 
hath not ſcene them, ho care hath not hearde 
them neither can mans heart comprehend them. 
2: Cor. . g. VVheteſore the caſe ſtandeth not 
a wee haue beene borne in 
t to this day, is openly deferded 
1 that man in his meere natural 
b ds hach vvill to ae, and povver to 9 
14 
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we eyther the place in vvhich, | 
4 amongſt vvhome, the Church it 
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fucherhinges as are good : for ifit bee God that 
worketh in vs both the vvilland the deed & that 


according to his ovvn good pleaſute. Philip. z. 13. 


And that vve are not ſufficient of our ſelues, as af 


our {clues to thinke a good thought, 2. Cor. 34. 


It muſt need es folloyve that vye can not claime 
any ſuch thing vnte our ſelues, y vithout robbing 
God of buen hour lifting vp of our ſeiues 
aboue meaſure and trueth,and vvithout impea- 
ching the authotitie and credite of the Scrip- 
tures, Which in many places affitmeth, and name» 


y Geneſ. 6. 5. that all the immaginations of the 


thoughtes of mans heart are only euil euery day: 
Buc to let this paſſe, and to come to the thinges 
we haue in hande, VVe are hereby in the ſecond 
place inſtructed, that vvee muſte haue more 
ſure and iafallible markes, ro knorve God his 
Churche by, than thoſe yvhich the Papiſtes giue 
vs, to wit: vniuerſalitie, Antiquitie, and content: | 
for if beſide that great number ot Idolatours, and 
misbelecuers mentioned before; vvho alſo can 
alleadge for themſelues great antiquity & agree, 
and(as he chat is not vvilfully blinde, may eaſilye 
ſee) chere are, and that euen ia the lappe ana bo- 
ſome ofthe Church, many hypocrites and here- 


a1quesallo,vyhich yet (hall not be ſaued: we may 


then ſaicly conclude that the ſorenamed things 
are not only not the aſſured notes: but no notes 
at all tather of the tru; Church oſ God: boch be- 


cauſe they are common to many things belides 
the Chutche; yea euen to cuull bhinges, and alio 


bec auſe 
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| becanſethat though that aſſemblye vvhich pre- 
tendeth to bee the Church, ſhoulde haue them; 
and yet haue not there vvithal the trueth and ſin- 
cetitie of God his doctrine ; it is no vvhit at al the 
better for all that. All theſe thinges tende to this 
end: thatfor as much as in trueth there is but one 
Churche, euen as the heade thereof is one, and 
therefore ſo muſt the body be: or elſe it ſhonlde 
be monſtrous, notyvithſtanding that there bee 
ſundry particular partes and members thereof, as 
vvxee ſee in a mans body; all yet making but one 
and the ſelfe ſame body: And ſoraſmuche alſo, 
as vvithout that Church thete can be no ſaluati⸗ 
on, becauſe vnto it alone is it; that the Lord hath 
made ſuch large and gracious promiſes: as; The 
gates of Hell ſhall not preuayle agaynſte it gn 
that to it onely belongeth the forgiueneſſt of 
ſinnes in this life, and cuctlafting ſaluation in the 
life to come: And laſtly, forastnuch as it behoueth 
euery one, euen as he tendeth his ovvne peace 
oſconſcience, and regardeth the hope of eternal 
bleſſednes;ʒto be yvatehſull, in diſcrying and kno- 
vving this Church; and carefull in vniting him- 
ſelfe vnto the ſame: euerye good man therefore 
ſhould carneſtly labout, not onely to knovve ir; 
but alfo ſtedfaſtly, to ĩoyne himſelſe vnto it in the 
religious exereiſes thereof: That ſo in the Helye 
feeling ofthe communion of Saints, he may bee 
à ftuitfull partaker of all thoſe excellent gtaces 
that God in great mercie hath bequethed to the 
fame, True it 1s clit Satan, the common enemy 
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bfmankinde(vyho in his ovyne perſon, and the 
perſonne of his inſtruments and muriſters labo- 
re th ro hinder,yyhat he maye, the vvorke of oute 
faluation)hathin all ages vied,, and yet preſentl 

doth vle manye ſubtile and ſhe ſhiſtes, to let vs 
from the apprehenſion and ynderſtanding of 
theſe great graces: for ſomtimes he maketh men 
vtterly and altogether careleſſe of the Churche, | 
and of the 'benehres and bleſſinges of God pro- 

miſedthereto:As vvee maye {ec in that troup of 
prophane Atheiſtes and vvorldly minded men: 
vvho make no mire account of the Church, and 
the holy exerciſes therof; than of a vaine tale, or 
vnholy matter: no, nor ſo muche neither many 
times zfot thè one they embrace vyith grec dines 


Fxvonderfulk delight; & the other they doch ei- 


ther tag diſpitefullic contemne,or moſt negli- 
gently vſe vvichout any ſpirituall profice at all 
vnto themſelues. But to beate dovvne theſe men, 
there is no better VVeapon & vvay, then to ſend 
them io the feacefull jadgementes of Almightie 
God, and to the horrors of hel and eternal con- 
denation(which many times they fecle in them» 
ſelues, though thorough the profites and plea- 
ſures of this preſent euil vvorlde, they vtteriy put 
them out) already pre pared for them, and in due 
time to be perfourmed to them. Sometimes a- 


gaine, hee diſcourageth men, by ſetting before 
them the feareſul perſecutions and troubles that 
folloyve, and take holde ofthe particular mem- 
bers of the Church, for the ſyncete pro m_—_ yy 

vir od 
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| God his vvorde: for the ſurmounting of vvhich 


aſfaulte, men muſte often meditate vppon thoſſ 
fame large & comfortable diſcourſes that are —. 
dovvn and conteined in God his vvord ſor their 
comſort in that behalſe, and to holde them back 
from the fearful fall of renouncing god his truth, 
E the ir eye faſt fixed alſo vpon the particu- 
lar deliuerances, that God in al ages hath vvroght 
for his children: vvhich are as it vvere ſo manye 
ſeales ſet vnto the vyriting; that he vvill aly vaics 
deale ſo graciouſlye vvith his children, as ſhall 
make molt for his oyvne glone.and their eternall 
comfort. Sometimes he deceiueth other ſomme, 
and that no ſmall ſome by the bare name and vi- 
zor of the Churche alone; as vve may ſee in that 
miſerable ſect of ſeduced Papiſts ( vniuſtly called, 
and claiming vnto themſelues: the name of Ca. 
tholiques) vvboe yvillingly embrace vnder the 
title of the Churche , euery fabulous ſalſhood & 
cortuptiõ vvhatſoeuer, not only not looking vp- 
on the things, giuen or offred:vvhich euery vviſe 


man vill doogeaſt he receiue poyſon in ſteede 
dſ vwholſom and nouriſhing foode: but alſo not 
conſidering the perſonne of the giuer, neither yet 
vyhat right and authoritie he hath to beſtov / the 
thinges giuenzvvhich blockiſhneſſe of the aduer - 
 Faries,is rather to be lamented, becauſe it is alto- 
| gether voide of common ſenſe and reaſon, than 
largely or learnedly conſuted: And yet vve ſee 


that manye good men haue not ſpared to take 
gteat paines in that behalfe, both by pteaching & 


VVrI- 
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times 


Dedicatorie. 
to vvinne ſeduced ſouls vnto Cod. Som- 
— ſetteth before other ſome, either the 
hardneſſe that there is, to diſctie the true Church 
from the falſe Church by, (remember pray you 
that vvhen'1 gine the name Church, to corrupted 
and counterfaited aſſemblies, I do it by abuſion, 
as they ſay) or elſe layeth out the great iarres and 
diſſentions, that many times are in the ſame, that 
ſo he may diſcourage them ſrom ioyning them 
ſelues, to that holy ſocietie, And indeede by this 
aſſault he ſpecially preuaileth againſt them that 


vvritiny 


are in ſome forvyardnes to encline to the truth: 
And yet by reaſon of ſome certaine vyeakeneſſe 


in them, are eaſely turned the one vvay or the o- 
ther: but theſe men, for the better ſtaie of them- 
ſelues, are to knovv, that there muſt be hereſies, e- 
uen among the godly; that they vvhich are appro 
ued among them might be knovvne. 1 Cor. 1 1g. 
and to be exhorted;that they labour to abounde 
in al holy knovvledge of God his vvil reuealed in 
his vvord; For therefore they erre. and are ſo vn- 
ſable in their opinions, becauſe they knovy not 
the Scriptures; nor the povver of God. Novve 
therefore, nectſſarie is it, that theſe ſtumbling 
blocks, caſt by Satan & his ſeruants in our vvaies 
to hinder vs in the race and courſe of Godlines, 
ſhould be remoued:that fo vvete maye the more 
cheere ſully and readily goe ſorevvard vvith faith, 

atience, and conſtancie, e uen to the goal that 
1s ſet before vs. In vyhich reſpect, that excellent 
iuiſttument of God in his Churche; M. Theodor 
Beza, 


; 
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Beꝛa, hab notably trauailedby publiſhing in the. 
* ine tongue ;a moſt learned Treatie of the vi- 

ple Notes of the viſible Church: And 1,for the 
ſame conſideration, haue according to my mall 
meaſure, ſaithtully turned the ſame into owryul +, 


tight y,vorſhipfull)and in ou, to the y yhole 


85 15 offf ing theſe my poore trauailes vnto 
Fou 


hurch of God in ilus land 2s 3 fure teſumonie 


of that vnfained gaod vvill vvhich in the Lorde, I 
haue carried and will catry tovyards you all the 
dayes of my life. I hope,l ſhall notnecde to ſpend. 
many yyords eyther in commending the vyorke 
it ſelt, or in declaring the reſons that haue moued 
me to attempt this matter: ſor if either the man 
v ho is the author therof, ox the matter vvhich is 
propounded, ot che ma ner chat he vſeth in laying 
out of the thing, may add cõmendation vnto it, 
it ſhal not vyant any grace that may bring it into 
| Joue and lyking vyith the Godly: for as touching 
+ themanhimſelfe; hee is euen the miror of the 

Worlde in theſe our dajes,for true knovvledg and 


% 7 


vnfayned odlines, vvhatſoe uer the papiſis doe 


nd as touching the matter, it is that vvbich 


1 


| 275 xd landerouſly babble to the contrarie: 


onght to be of greateſt accompt amongeſt men, 


and vvhich euen in reſpect of the bare name and 
title of it, is vetie glotious and excellent much 
more in teſpect of the ſubſtance thereof it ſelfe: 
And forthe manner of handling the things pro- 
pounded .it 15 ſhort for auoiding of tedioſnes, it is 
Hanne, eden ler the capaciticofthe fmple; i . 
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found in reſpeR of he truthe it propoundeth; | 


And it is ſufficient, not onely to inſtruct God his 
childrẽ, but alſo to ſtop vp the adueiſaries months 


in rhis mattetʒ and vvhat then vvantethꝭor vvhat 


can be more acceptable & profitable? yyherefors 
I doubt not but it hall haue good entertainment 
as amongeſt all the godly generally, ſo particu- 
lerly oſ your vvotship; yvho I knovy doth harte- 
ly loue the Church, andccarefully like,and tender 
the Fane therof; yyhich alſo "hath beene the 
matter mouing me, to yndertake this 
* and to dedicate the ſame, vyharſocktr it 
bez vnto your vv onhippe; whome ( for ſundry 
good-graces,that God hath! beſtoyved ypon aa 
I dos vnſayuedly loue and. reverence in Chriſte, 
Humbly praying and;earnefily exhorting you ace 
cording to your meaſure of light and e 
receiuxd fromthe Lorde, ta enforce your ſelſe cc 


the vttermoſt. of your Habiſitig every. man 2 


excellent matters, and namely thoſe that con- 
cerne the reformation: of ſuch corruptioys as yet 
eme gmongeſt vs, efther tpuching the mini- 
ſterie, or the of the Church: for to this 
erg ha God endued yay yyich all the graces 
that e deer Neciued, or may hereaf- 
tet toro fis goodneſſe artaine into; eyther of 


vvit, vvealth Learning cfedit,ccufttenance, byrth. 


pfftes, ho 


onor, or y hatſocuer eld: vvbherevnto l 


vvill (chord God his gr race) not onely ſtyrre you 
vp bl che hof and : 


en can: but 


bi 


The E piſle 


Ao foitherySain my poore prayers to almi 


in that behalfe zthat you may daily — 4 ( 
and continue in the ſounde knovyled de of his 

truth, in the | faſt faith of his promiſes, in the 
fincere reale of hisplorie, in viiſained loue of his 
holy vvord and the exerciſes thereof, and in care 
and conſcience to put in practile, thoſe good 
thinges that are enioyned you [thetein, that your 


+rbole liſe aye rende-totheptory of Gody the 


Lace of the Church and common vvealth ; and 
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vnto Cakes? : vvhale 
ſtructed, both to hue and die vvell: vyhich God 


_ ſetuice of her maieſtie, and” your 
be comfortable to your ſelſe zas beeing 
to 550 liſe, and protitaple 


e they be by your example in- 


x . To vyhoſe 
rac nementand good direction I doe 
" commend your — , and all-yours 


| 9 aden def 
* November. 1552. " 
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of God, obiecte vnto men, that are vn⸗ 
| 7 ſkilfull of theſe. matters, the ſacred 


| A TREATISE OFTHE TRVEAND 


1 i viſible Notes of the Catholique Church. 


E demaunde af 
Me this date, concerning 
EA the markes and au- 

TN I thozity of the church: 
tze queſtion beeyng 

1 rayled by thoſe, who, 
| — when they ſee their 
" erroures to bee refelled, by the woꝛde 


name of the Church: and by heaping vp 


4 the diſputations of auncient fathers as 


4 gainſt Peretiques they bꝛing vs into 
hatred, as though we had coꝛrupted both 


tze bokes of Gods wozde , and allo, as 


though hy violating all authoꝛity of the 
church, we had (after the example of the 


|[[s]Dovetiftes et La] They were fo called of W 3 
vp altar againſt tus, xho baptized ſuch as imbraced his bo- 
altar:to be ſhoꝛt, pimons, though they were baptized be- 

as though be- fore,and made a ſchiſme inthe Urn | 


] 


cauſe wee haue bout the yeere. 334. 
haken of the yoke of n we bad 
& fo:laken 


A Treatiſe of the true and viſible 


fo:ſaken the Church, without the which 
notwithſtanding (euen as we our ſel⸗ 
ues confeſſe) there is no ſaluation. And 
neither doth his ſubtle kinde of reaſo⸗ 
ning, dꝛyue away the vnſkilfull onelp, 
from the — ok the truth, but al⸗ 
ſo cauſeth, ſome euen amongeſt them, 
which ſeemed moſt ſtedfaſt to wauer. 
Jurthermoꝛe, by this occafion very ma⸗ 
ny take counſell betweene both ſides, 
and as in opinions, they indeuour to 
mingle light with darkneſſe: ſo alſo in 
diſterning ok the true Church, they la⸗ 
bour to mingle the baſtardly oz: falſe 

marks, with the true and pꝛoper marks 
' therof, But except men would willing⸗ 
Ip be deceiued, the deccitof theſe men, 
Men muſt might be very caſcly perceiued and a⸗ 


firlt define lopded. Fo2,firſf men ſhould demaund, 


N. determine of the boundes of hir autho⸗ 
thing oral ritie: which oꝛder they that doe not fol- 
nuboritye lain, commit truely that groſſe erroꝛ, 
thereof. and woꝛthy of ſtripes, which they call 
[a] That is the begging or taking of DL4¹⁰ Petitio princip! . 
that as granted: which is in cõtrouerſ e Go to then let vs ſer 
| What _ men meane by the _ 

ique 


the Church, what that of tet ſhould be, befoze they 


a Notes of the Catholique Church. 
lique Church. CW 

' Theſe men holde (what ſo euer they Thar the 

| diſſemble)fhat the Church (in which we Catholique 
| onght fo abide,if we will be ſaued)is an chunt i 
| aſſemblieof Biſhops, whoſe talling and meer 


5 ; called 
names may bes fet from the Apoltles eee, 


ceſſion 
of Bi- 
8. 


[- | . They reply, that they vnderſfand to⸗ Shy 7 
, | gether with the Paltozs, the very flocke ge d 
1.4 this thing is alſo ridiculous, ſceing that not alwayes 
& both hereticall, and backelliding Pa⸗ 1 note of 
o- ſtoꝛs, may ſucceed Paſtoꝛs of ſound N 

ve {| fs TY iudges 


: 
| 
. 
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iudgement, and hereticall flockes true 


A ſheep e: and ſome times in derd the Pa- 


lat Hangar herctttal, and the ſheep true, 


> contrary wiſe ; true paſtoꝛs may haue 
hereticall ſheepe. When that thing fal⸗ 


„ 3; lethout tu wit, that both the Paſtozs 


and the flockes,are herettitall, the very 
| adnerſaries them ſelues dare not deny, 


but that ſucha whole Church (although 


* * it haue had aunceſtoꝛs in deed A poſto⸗ 
Iiccall, x both the Paſfo2s and the flocks, 


do agree amongſt themſelues in falling 
© - away)is pet notwithſtanding altogea- 
ther a falſe Churche, vnleſſe they will 
* take theſe ſpeeches, to wit, to be hereti⸗ 
call and vniuerſal, foꝛ one and the ſelfe 
ſame thing. But in the latter caſe, at 
leaſt wiſe in one part, there is found 
falſchod, although on both ſlves that 
" perſonal ſucceſſion may be found; Ther 
foze neither the ſucceſſion of perſons by. 
it ſelfe, neither ſuch mayer of. conſent, 
doth of neceſſifie pzouea true Church, 
foz as much as, where hoth-are found; 
vet ſome times there maye be a falſe. 
church: and there in ſome ſoꝛt map be a 
true church, wy the nw den | 
| rom 
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from the ſheepe, oꝛ the ſheepe from the 
paſtoꝛ , Now,that men may, by exam⸗ 
ples both paſt and p2eſent, p2woue that 
theſe things haue fo often times iallen 
out, no man J ſuppoſe will denie. 
| But againe they lay,that they diſpute 
not ol particular Churches, which they 
b graunt may fall away, but of that Ca- 
| tholique 02 vniuerſall Church, wich is 1. Tim. 3. if. 
| the piller & foundatien of truth. But how 
2 p2ay vou do they define this catholize 
+ Churche, Firſte by a certapne place, as x 
' thoſe that will haue catholicke and Ro- 
| man to be alone: Setondly, by the mul⸗ 2 
titude, as they which vpbꝛaide vs with Fe 
fewncs. Let vs ſee, therfoꝛe what man⸗ and Roman 
ner of arguments theſe be. They be (if are not all 
they be kept within the tufe rules of one. 
"i | reaſoning ) vnleſſe J be deceaued, theſe 
and ſuch like. The church of Rome tea⸗ 
* 3 cheth ſo: very many,tn reſpect ofa verp 
feu ſo beleeue, and ſo it was from hand 
delinered vnto vs. Thereloꝛe this is the 
ſtatholique truth. But who is td tar void 
4 of all reaſon, that he ſeeth not here a⸗ 
gaine, Petitio princibij, and the tying in 
controuerſie to be tanen as graunted? 
1 SET __ 


a n 


NY ea” ä 
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- Shew vs therefoꝛe, ye Sophiſters, o2 * 
At leatt wiſe teach vs pꝛobablie, firſte 
how a part ſhould be y whol (p we max 
graunt vnto vou pour Romilh church, 
to bea pꝛincipall member of the catho⸗ 
licke thurch). And then from whence, ? 
p2ay pou, haue pe learned, this Romiſh 
Church, to be oꝛdayned fo2 a perpetuall 
rule of truth⸗ and from whence haue ve 
dꝛa wen that to be true, which is appꝛo⸗ 
ued ak the greateſt number? Uerely ve 
ſhall neuer pꝛoue this, out of the bokes * 
of the old oꝛ new Teſtament. Fo: thoſe 
cozrupt argumentes : 2 V pon this rocke 


Mat. 16.18. J haue builded my Church: I haue prayed 


Luk. 22.23. for thee Peter that thy fayth fa ile esu 


that ſaying of Chꝛiſte thꝛiſe repeated, 
| Job,zx:15.46 / ced my ſbeepe, with men not altogether 
ignoꝛant ot theſe thinges, need not any 
further confutation. But happely, ve 
will pzcove it out of the wꝛitinges of 
auncient fathers. As though ſoꝛ ſath it 
were the ſaine thing, to tommende the 
faith and religion of the church of Rene 
(as long as it was woꝛthy pꝛaiſe) and 
fo eſtabliſh hir foꝛ the tatholicke church. 
92-4 perpetual rule to the catholicke 
3 | church. [ 
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exertiſed by vngracious and wicked 
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church. And ſeeing that by the name of 

the church of Rome ( if theſe flatterers 
will ſpeake thatthey thinke ) they doe 
vnderſtand no other thing, than the by 
ſhop of Rome him ſelfe, what madneſſe 
is this, I beſeech vou, to haue the deci⸗ 
ding ol ſo great a controuerſie, to depẽd 
bpon 5 ſeat, in which their ownwꝛiters 
being witnes, not ſo much the monſters 
of men, as Sathan himſelfe, doth ſeeme 
to haue ſit ſo manp ages together. 1 11 

Theſe men replie, that the dignitie it 
ſelfe ; and the authoꝛitie of the ſeate, is 
not taken away by the faults of the per⸗ 
ſons:euen as the Leuiticall high pꝛieſt⸗ 
hod , was true then alſo , when it was 


high pꝛieſtes. And neither do we thinke 
that either the dignitie, oꝛ els the efficas 
tie of the miniſterie, may be aboliſhen, 


thoꝛowe the faultes of the miniſters 
(which thinge theſe men vet thinke 
when it pleleth them, as they that hang 
that their tranſubſtantiation, vpoir the 
intẽt ot their ſacriſicing pꝛieſtes a very 
rotten coard ſurely)but this we ſay that 


(heir pzinciple being graunted, to wit, 


+ that 
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that the Byſhop of Rome is that head, 
that ſhould ſtand the catholique church, 
as in ſtead of a ſoule) it muſt altogether 
follawe,that this head be wyſe,if they * 
will haue all his members, that io, the 
particular Churches to be wife: Anda⸗ 
gaine,if that be frantick, that the whole 
Churche muſt be franficke alſo, Now, 
that the Komiſh Biſhoppes haue beene 
franticke many ages together, not one⸗ 
ly as pꝛiuate men, but ſpecially alſo ag 
Biſhops: that is fo ſay, that euerie one 
ot them almoſt haue bene, not onely the 
moſt wicked of all men in reſpette of | 
their conuerſation, (which thing theſe 
men can not denie, vnleſſe they woulde 
rather be conuinced by their owne teſti⸗ 
montes :) but alſo as concerning the 
points of our religion, whilſt that,part- | 
ly they haue neglected all true religion, 
and partly alſo haue ſet them ſelues a⸗ 
gaintt it, ſo much that ( which thing two 
02 thee ages ago Tetrarcha hath wꝛit⸗ 
ten, whole ver ſes they commend, )%Yome |; 
hath beene a thouſande yeeres at the 
leaſt, the temple of pereſie, and hath vt⸗ 
95 7 ſubue oo much as was in hir) 


i 

1 

2 

*% 

| 
a | 

5 
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all the offices of Chꝛiſt. yea ſo far fozth 


that ſhee hath exalted hir ſelfe, aboue 


Chziſte him ſelfe (as the Apoltles ohn 
and Pauſe, greater than all exception 
haus foze tolde: all the beſte appꝛwued 
wziters, Greeke + Latin, being the By- 
ſhops of other churches, fo interpꝛeting 
the lam) vnlelſe we haue ſufficiently 
heretoloꝛe pꝛoued it, we are ready again 
to pꝛoue it, befoꝛe all vpꝛight iudges. 
Let this controuerũe thereſoꝛe, be firſfg 
decided, O yea Dophilters, befoꝛe that 
ye of this fained foundation, as it were, 
graunted vnto pou. | 
But go fo, let vs graunt that the By⸗ 
ſhoppes of Rome were ſuche, whoſe (0 
great and large ſucceſſion is alleadged 
by thefe men. Who pet vnlelle he be vt- 
terly out of his wittes, Will therefoꝛe 
conclude, that the biſhop of Rome, is the 


vniuerſall head, to whome who ſo euer 


doth cleaue, is to be iudged a true mem⸗ 
ber ofthe Catholigue Church 2 And pet 
theſe be the ſophiſtitations of theſe god⸗ 
Iyf ellowes, which will haue tatholique 
and Roman to be one and the leife lame 
inge wit, becauſe Paule wꝛote, that 
in 
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Rom.1.18, in bis time, the faith of the Romans, was 
famous throughout all the world. But how 
much mo2e rightly nowe, map we ſap, 

that the ſtenche of that whoꝛe, hath not 

onely filled the earth, but hath afcended 
alſo, euen to heauen: and that excellent 
epiſtle of the Apoftle: wꝛitten to the olde 
| Romans , onght now truely to be wꝛit⸗ 
82 againſte the Rowans their ſucceſ- 
029. - + 
2. Let vs. now come vnto thoſe, who e⸗ 


|| TheCatbo- fteeme their catholicke churche, by the 


_ number and gloꝛious ſhew of pages 02 
Reemeaby ſeriaunts. Uerely if theſe men ſpeake 
che multi- i truth, Chꝛiſt and his flacke, ſhall iuſtly 
iude. be pꝛonounced excommuntcat, and that 
multitude ſhal be the cathdlicke church, 


which ſo often times cried out, Take bim 


| Mat. 26. 23. aWay.take him away, cruc iſie him. The A⸗ 


poſtle alſo ſhall be found a lyar, w2i- 
ting to the Coꝛinthians: Bet hren yee ſee 


. Cor. 1. 26. yr calling: that we are not many Wiſe ac- 


© Cording to the fleſhe, not many mig ht ie, not 
many noble; to be ſhoꝛte, then theſe men 
ſhall be wozthie; ( whom to confute we 
map take paines) when either by reaſon 
024 ee ſhall pꝛoue, that there 
= *-- "mr 


are moꝛe wiſe men than fooles. Now | 
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tles. And why lo? that the authoꝛitie of 
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then, J thinke it doth ſufficiently ap⸗ 
peare, that, by this bare ſacceſſio, which 
they bꝛag of, that true catholike church, 
wherein we mutt abyde, cannot be dil⸗ 
cerned from the falſe Churche, from 
which we ought or neceſſitie to depart. 
But vet, befoꝛe that we conclude this 
place, we muſte refell an argument, 
which theſe Sophiſters would haue to 
be deemed ſuch a one as cannot be ouer⸗ 
tome. Foz ſay they, the fathers ſo dil | 
pute, from the ſucceſſion of biſhoppes,a- fers ved 
gainſt aunctent heretiques. But againe the argumẽt 
what can be moze cozrupt than this of perſonall 
ſubtle kind of reaſoning: oꝛ this is that ſucceſſion. 
which is well knewne, euen to childꝛen 
which they are wount to call an elench, 
[4 ]92a fallacy ſayrhe fallacie of compoũ̃tion or diuiſſ- 
of compoſition on i a falſe concluſion , made by a wrong 
and diupſion. a7 lication of wordes alleadged or ſpoken: 
Firſt therkoꝛe referring that to one, which is alle adged, ar 


J deny, tha ta⸗ ſpoken to an other. 
ny of the auncient fathers, were myn⸗ 
ded to bie the recitall of Biſhops, but to 
haue recourſe rather euen to the Apo⸗ 


dodrine, 


1 11 Ip : 
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doctrine, rather than of perſons ſhoulde 
I be mainteined: But theſe men obieg 
1 vnto vs, the ſucceſſion of their biſhops, 
not in deede biſhops, ſo far letting paſſe | 
the mention of that Apoſtolicall doc- ' 
trine, that they woulde haue it actcoun⸗ 
ted a wicked thing, to demaund it at his 
bl! . Handes, that woulde pꝛoue him ſelfe to 
1 ſucceed the auncient bythoppes. Now J 
N pay vou, howe many autho2s of blaſ⸗ 
1 phemies, haue ſit in thoſe chiefe ſeates 
Mt! of Alexandria, Antioche, Conftantinofle? 
|| \- xea,what ſeat will theſe men ſhew me 
| ſomewhat moꝛe famous, where ſome 
hereficail biſhops, haue not helde their 
ſeate? And as touching the Romiſh 
chapꝛs, from which theſe men by a rotte 
1 coard hang the tatholique church. Ho- 
WM! [a]Monothelices, were certain heretiks 507 ius the CA 
in || — the yeare. 565, who affirmed that 108 velite , openly 


there vvas but one will and one action in condemned of the. 


| Chriſt:denying that ther was in him two ſirt general toun⸗ 
{ naturall willes and actions, which might cell and pꝛiuate Y 


aunlyycre to his two natures. | 
ip of Agatho an- 
other Roman Wiſhoppe : And John the 
22. thinking euill touching the ſoule ol 


man: in n manne r condemnedok the 
colledge 


3 
2 
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rolledge of Serben in Paris, were ſounde 


| to haue ſit in that ſeate. To let paſſe, 


DL Figilius, the Arrian hereſie. 


Emperors armie, obteined the p 


mongtt the condemned Popes. 


| theſe were therefoꝛe blotted out ( Which 
perſons notwithſtanding they themſel⸗ 
ues as vet number in their Catologne) 
becauſe they had declined from the Apo⸗ 
tolicall doctrine. TIhervpon followeth 


that religion echt to be pꝛoued oꝛ tried 


ligi on. 


Burt if any man would obiect, 5 theſe 
are blotted out of the number of By⸗ 
ſhops, and therfoꝛe are not compzehen- 
ded in that title oꝛ role of ſucceſtion:pet 
this he ſhal be infaꝛced to | araunt vs,to 
wit, that the ſucceſſion of p ſeat of Rome, 
was then at the leaſt bꝛoken of, when 


not t by the perſons, but the perſons by re 


[a] Liberins, [a] Liberius for ambitions ſake fell into 


dome. 


of ſome to be ex⸗ [c]He meaneth of Anaſtaſius the 2. who 
tuſed, although fell into the hereſie of Arrius and Eutiches, 
Gratiau. 2. Diſti. which hereſies Acatius alſo him ſelfe did 


19. reckeneth propound,about the yeere 4 84. 
this laſt alſo as an Ac at ian heretique a⸗ 


that which Lertulian rightly affirmeth Tenulian 


| ? and[c]Anafa- [b]Hewhile Siluerius the Pope lived(by . 
| fan om T ſee the ayde of Beliſarius, the captaine of the 


4, 


n 9 2 queltion is of doctrine, what darth 


ſtendome knoweth nowe ſv" manye | 


leſle carefull, then foꝛ anpe doctrine, ; 
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gion. But here truly J conteſſe, that 4 ; 
do ſomwhat 8uerſhot my ſelf,foz ſceing 


this appertaine, to the Byſhops of the 
urche of Nome, whome all Chai? | 


yeeres , to haue beene foz nothing 


eyther true 02 falſe, but onely foꝛ to e⸗ 
abliche and enlarge theire owne ty f 
rannie. 

But they will ſay, no man hath con⸗ | 
dẽned thefe-Popes;J confes it. Foz who 
would haue taken fo himſelf. this law⸗ 
ful authozity againſt their tiranny, who 
had perl waded all men, that they ought | 
to be iudged of none? Therefo:e there 
bath bene not of late onelp, but manp a⸗ 
ges together, not an interruption, but 
a full abꝛuption oꝛ renting ot᷑ the ſucceſ⸗ 
ſion ol Rome, from the body of the ca- 
tholique true church, except peraduen⸗ 
ture theſe men iudge, that it is ſome⸗ 
thing leſſe, eyther to belleene nothing, oꝛ 
to teache nothing , than to be an Here⸗ 

tique. 

. J belärhe! you what impudencie 
| 1s 


— 
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is this, to haue the knowledge of trueth True doc- 


to hang vpon ſucceſſion? wheras on the une ovghe 
1 contrary, theſe men themſelues can not ,* . 


deny, but that the trueth ought necella⸗ don. 


rilp to go befoꝛe ſucceſſion. 
And theſe Sophiſters, if they had bene The Chti- 
in the times of Chꝛiſt. by what Biſhop⸗ „1 
lp ſucceſſion, would they haue acknow⸗ of Cchriſte, 
ledged the true churcheſurely not by the coulde not 
title oꝛ name of the Leuiticall high be knovvne 
pꝛieſts: becauſe that pꝛieſthod was then hy ch 17 
at an end: and Chꝛiſt cannot be called das 
the ſucceſſour of Iron vnleſſe Iudaiſme 

; * akne rem : wherefo2e alſo 

be is ſayd to be made a bigh prieft not ar- 

* 1. the order of 1 according N 88 
to the order of Melc biſedec, Therefo:e 
the holy men at that time, acknowled⸗ 
ged the Catholique church, without the 
marke of perſonall ſucceſtion:to wit, by 
the compariſon of the doctrine of the 
Pe ꝛophetes, with the doctrine of Chꝛiſte 
him ſelle, and the Apoſtles. Which is ſo 
flarre true, that on the contrarye , none 
haue leſſe acknowledged Chꝛiſte, than 
they that haue cleaued ta @ Bylſhoply 
9 - Theretoze that a” 
uc⸗ 
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ſacceſſion, is no true and perpetuall 


marke ofthe Catholique Church. 


Theſe men happely , becing dꝛiuen 
from the Leuiticall ſucceſſion, willa- | 


gaine obiec another ſucceſſion from the 


Pꝛophetes. But neyther ſo, ſhall they 
ſpeake the truth, ik they ſticke in the per 


lions them ſelues, ſoꝛ the ſucceſſion of 


_ 'P2ophetes was not perpetuall, no moꝛe 
than the ſucceſſion of Paieſts:pea rather 


Mat. 23.2. 


[II Mat. 16.6. 


it was bzoken of a long time, eſpecially 


after Malac hie. They wil alſo obiect yn 


to vs that ſaying: T be Scribes & Phariſes 
ſit in Moſes cbaire. But agapne, they 
ſhold remember, n ſame Chꝛiſt to haue 


ſaid:7 ake breed of t he leauen of the Phari- 


ſees ; And therefoze by that ſaying of 
Chꝛiſt, we are not called backe to a ſuc⸗ 


ccſſion of perſons, but to a ſucteſlion of 


. doctrine, 


moze peremptoꝛpe (as they them fclues 
ſpeake ) to — 5 againſte that, in 
which theſe men fallly boaſt themſelues 


to followe the autpoꝛitie of the Fa- 


thers in diſcrping the church, by which 
thing alſo their wilines ma moꝛe and 


moꝛe 


Wut J haue beldes an other thing 


f 
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| ſort the Aie⸗ tie ondui in Marie y bo- 
Fath the ubs ccymedd. iht C uit, . H nie as wa- 
ri ers that ner off that C 8 . vvas War, 
; right 1 1 cſh,b -braſt a vas about 
. me wdae ut ih mon v e 4 1 
nt * T4) He dag 2 5 480 raſti hotinkhe- 
: thered ga⸗ and e ta n cified i icall bod the 
. | | tha vohr that 3 in his y & 
reſeru and I nat Chriſte: Nen 
* ma nt no 
180. es and * e e t very m 
1 F matriages ves for ab yvithoui an, 
2 hee voa ftinenc t his 
* 4 WG. ris in the from 
| 141 yearc. 
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Such as pretended to KN Ent buſ aq -fayin g. It your 


be inſpi ired vvith reuela- 


— were o called, hat not beene ener vet anye 


who affirmed that babe churche, oꝛ the doctrtne which 
tiſme and the Lords ſup- yon alleage is old and antient. 


Era neitker profit nor ut that both theſe thinges 


on tha mee are falſe, appeareth by that, 


prayer onely or. fceping both becauſe the apoſtles haue : 


ſhouldbe inſpired vvich gathered together the church 


once receyued , after- poctrines, as taken not out of 


Lene ater tbe waitingsof the Ales. 


| the ſpirite, 5 being of Chꝛiſte, and vou teach vout ; 


exerciſe ofgodlines, but but as newely reucaled vnto 


that he that yyas: lin- you by the holy ghoſt. And a- 


ſpired”, vvas alog ether; gapne, (fayd the fathers,)both | 
withour fne and did theſe things appeare by that, 


bmp ceo be. that we count the beginnings 


hold See bee ok our churches, by aſcending 
vpward, euen to the Apoſtles 


themkſties: hut vou could not haue re- 
ceciued from the Apoſtles pour thinges, 
which ve firſt deuiſeed. 


were not renealed to the apoſtles, and 
therfoze that men ought to beleeue their 
reuela⸗ 


2 r 
=. 2.4 5 


. 5 ˙ w a cn $0 ᷣ . ]˙ ö. 


-Bere remained one thing, which the 
moſte ſubtilc'of thoſe maſte fantaſticall 
perſons obiected, to wit, that all things 
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| renelations alſo, But Tertulian (whom 
| I marmail, could afterward be deteined 

w Mont anus holy ghoſte) moſt aso calledof Paulus 
| plentifully, and ſtrongly con- Samoſatenus, vvho de- 
| futeth this pꝛeſtription, e w⸗ nied the ſanne of God, 


to haue deſcended from 


ing that the Lo2D hath neither heauen, but that Chriſt 
kept backe any thing from the dd proceed from Marie 
apoſtles, (the chiefe builders in dhe carth, hee was a- 
of his church:) noꝛ agayn, that bout ihe yeare, 72. 


i b So called of one Sa- | 
the apoſfles haue concealed,a- belles. who tanphother 


| NY of thole things, which they there was bur onely one 
had receiued of Chꝛiſte. After perſon in the godhead, & 

this ſoꝛt J ſay, the fathers v⸗ con ſſed chat che uinity 
ſed. the argument of the ſucceſ- s diſtincled in reſpect 


| of names only, & not in 
| fion of perſons agaynſte thoſe reſpec of perſons, He 


1 heretiques , alfogether by de⸗ „z about the yeare 320. 
monſtration as it were. But (cso called ol one Ar 
they vſed it not in like ſozte,a- ius, who affinneq, char 
gainſt þ [4] S the Son was not truly & 
\ 


8 


b 


| 


44 


[ 


naturally God, neither coeternall wich the 
; mwoſatans[ b_)S4- £, ter, but to haue had a beginning, & robe 
bellians,[c]AYT- made of nothing, he was about the ycre, 3 20 
| rians,[dJPelagi Id] So called of one Pellagius, who held free 
ans: to be ſhozt, ill, and that every man might obtayne ſal- 
| acainſte anve uation by his owne workes:that infants were 
| 0 ve porne, without originall ſin:ahd that Adam 
with whome, pur himſelfe onely by his fall. He vvas about 
the queſtpon the yeare, 466. | 
was not af the very bones, but of the 
* meaning. 


+ 


2 


ders that the Anabap- Apoſtles, doc moſt fully ton⸗ 
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meaning, becauſe this had beene verie 
ſwlilhe. | 
Buefly therfoze 3 anſwere theſe two. | 
thinges : that the auncient Fathers, 
whole authoꝛitie theſe men ſhameleſlie ' 
abuſe, haue, neither at any time ſepera- ' 
ted the ſucreMion of their biſhops, from 
the ſucceſſion of the Apoſtolical doctrine:. * 
noꝛ haue ſet this ſucceſſion, againſt a⸗ 
ny other heretiques, but againſt thoſe, 
of whom ſome new reuelation was pꝛe⸗ 
[aJThey mayntaine a fended/; As at this day of the 
wongrt other 1 5 e Libertines 
uclations, and take a- c] Swing e dians, And theres ü 
Hons baprimeo!in- foze, £028 muche as now the | 
betwixt the 

Are od That ſo Remanifles and vs, ſoꝛ two 
cuet) bold, that men may thinges onelp, to wit, foꝛ the 
17998 Aale of one interpretation of the Dcrip- | 
Caſper Svvingfeldius, ture: and whether the w2y- | f 
vvho held, che ſame mat- tinges of the Pꝛophetes and 


niſtes do. 


tayne, what ſo euer we ought 
to beleeue, it is pꝛooued that they, in the 
firſt point, impudently abuſe the eram⸗ 
ple of the lathers. in alleadging againſt 
vs the * of ſucteſſion: and — | 
| | e 
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the other, is miniſtred vnto vs a ſure 
weapon, to contute them. And that this 
ſucceſſion alſo was alleadged againſt 
the Oonatiftes ag chiſmatickes, this no- 
thing toucheth vs, whom theſe men at⸗ 

count, not p2operly fo2 Sciſmnaticke g, but Aye wood 
ſoꝛ heretiques:of which thing notwith- of Rome, is 
ſtanding, we will ſay ſome thing in his not onely 
p:oper place. ..,* notpropped 
But go to, let vs gratify them a litie. 2 „by he 
and (which thing may be done without J. n 
- any pꝛeiudite of the trueth) Let bs the perſonal 
| graunt vnto theſe men how much fo2ce ſucceſſion of 
| focucr they can imagine,of that their be 2pobles: 
| perſonall ſucceſſion, What ſhall this à e. 
beſech pou, help their cauſe? alchoukh 73 
6 Foꝛ, that we map begin, at the high- the queſh, 
ell ſtep of their Hierarchie, oꝛ pꝛieſtlike be not of 
gouernement, as they call it, that is, at che doctrine 
that vniuerſall mpniſteriall head ( vnto 0 . there 
] whome they afterwarde, app:apꝛiated , A te- 
the name of Nope, which befoze was ucall, vni- 
tommon to all Biſhoppes, ) they ſhal uerſall mini- 
Ads eaſelp finde the Diuell him ſelfe in ſterinll head, 
the kingdome of God, as any ſuch head, aner 
either in the bokes ok the newe Teſla⸗ gone 
ment, oꝛ in the auncient church. Noz ve- 20 Aroſto- 
14 3 rie licall. 
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A Treatiſe ofthe true and viſible 1 
rie chiloꝛen know this, how faiſe,foliſh, 
and abſlurd arguments they be, whatſo⸗ 
euer they bꝛing out of the ſcriptures to 

pꝛoue the ſame, And as concerning the 

hiſtozy of that auncient purer church: 

(that is fo ſay , in this behalle verelie, | 
tuen to the tymes of that manſlaier 
Phocas ) they ſhall finde none, that ſo in 
terpꝛeted the pꝛimacies, and gloꝛious 
titles, which are attributed to the biſhop ? 
ol Nome (althongh in deed the biſhops 
of Rome , ambittouſlie ſought nothing 
moꝛe, and there wanted not ſoine, who 
molt ſhamleſly euen then flattered the) 
as that they did foꝛ all that, gyue this 
degree of vniuerſall head vnto him. 
Thertoze, they haue not Chꝛiſt, noꝛ e- 
ter, hut that moſt vile man of al, P hocas 
A ſap, the emperoꝛ, ſoꝛ the authoꝛ of this 
vniuerſallitie: and they haue Boniface 
the thirde, the head oꝛ beginner of this 
tyꝛannie: oꝛ (that J may ble the woꝛds 
of Gregorie the great himſelfe)the chiefe 
02 head of Ant ic hriſtianiſme: info much, a 
that the Romiſhe popedome, doth but 
one ly ſirtene yeares at the moſt, goe be⸗ 
foe 14 * the turkiche reli⸗ 

gion. 
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a ther, doth boaſt him ſelfe to be, not the 
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2 what leightes that monifer 


F hath vlurped, and attapned this ty2an- | 
nie, who, A pꝛaie you, at this day can be 
ignoꝛant, vnleſle he be ignoꝛant of hi⸗ 


ſtoꝛies, oꝛ whoſe epes Satan hath blin⸗ 
ded 2 pea, ſeeing that this moſt holp fa⸗ 


ſucceſſo2 of Peter alone, but of Pau alſo 
(whoſe heads being cut off, not ſo much 


| bynewes hang men, as by the Pope 
| hinſelie,he ingraueth in theſe his lea- 
den ſeales):it muſt needs be, either that 
after ward two heads were growen inta 
bone, whole authozitie afterward, paſſed 
2 fo2 ſoth to this ſucceſſoꝛ of them both:o2 


els that neither Peter noz Paule, were 
this onely vninerſal, miniſteriall head: 
ercept he woulde rather acknowledge, 
that the catholique churche, hath had at 
the beginning two heades vppon the 


on 

But what ſay 3 that J mayſpeake 

1 5 here of fo many A utipopes, 92 

| Popes one agaiuſt an other, when as 

Liberius and Damaſas, at one and the 

ſame time, a8 all men affirme), obtap⸗ 
be ned 


ned that ſeate of Rome, where was then 8 


te deliuerie of that ſpirituall ſwozde | 
from hand to hand, | 


which they call, nat o2 politique, 


magiſtracie: From whence J p2ay vou a 
do they take ths beginning of this iuril ⸗ 
viction:? foꝛ, though we ſhoulde beleeue 


chamelelly fayned, vet truely it ſhal not 
be let from the apoſtles,but frõ the em- 
-perozmeither pet graunted by Chꝛiſt, o: 
by Peter, but by men. Which thing not⸗ 
withſtanding, was neyther lawful o: 
' Conftantive to do, noꝛ foꝛ the Biſhoppe or 
\Rome to retraue, although it had beene | 
willingly offered him. Wherefo:e, if | 
they ſhall of their owne anthoꝛitie, re- 
gupze agayne theſe two feathers, the 
thurche thoſe foꝛmer, to wit, the ecclefi- | 
: Painces f theſe latter, to wit, ciuill iuril⸗ 
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one vniuerſall head? And let theſe * 
inges be ſufficiently ſpoken, tonching | 


And as concerning that other ſwozde, ; 


wherewith they haue onerthzowenall | 


that fable, of the donation oz gyfte of - 
Conftantine, to be as true, as it was 


gouernement, and Ringes and 


diction aud authozitie (both which in 
their 
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their time ſhall come to paſſe) thisfel- 

low will then appeare, not the head of 

the church,but an vnfeatheredcuckow. 

| And theſe things concerning this head, 

haue J put down in few wo2ds, becauſe 

they haue of late, by them of our fide ves 

7 rieplenfifully, both out of the woꝛde of 

God, æ out of the trueſt h iſtoꝛies of fo2- 

mer times, ⁊ to be ſhoꝛt, out of the teſti⸗ 

monies ofp Popes thtſelues, ben mani⸗ 

| feſfly declared and plentifully pꝛoued. 
Noob the head of this ſucceſſion being That there 
tut off, what ſhall the reſt of the body can be noe 
be, but a roteen and ſtinking carkas? Ales 
| Truely them ſelues are compelled to de Ca. 
1 confeſſe, that the next degree vnto this nalles,Me- 
head, to wit, the oꝛder of cardinalles, as trapolicancs, 
tit is nowe, cannot be fet from the moꝛe 7rimares, oc 
auncient time. There follow pzimates "ops 
and Archbiſhoppes, foꝛ ſcarce the verie 

name ok Patriarkſhippe,ts vet remap⸗ 

ning, and Mahomet, at the length hath 
ended the matter incon- La] That is, thoſe foure men 
trouerſte, which firlfe that tooke vppon them, the 


ouernment of the vyhol world 
: arole , betweene the « meaneth the foure Patriar - 


1 [«]Unartumv:.1, and af- ches, to wit, Hierulalem, Alex 
terwards betweene the andcis,Conſtitinople & Rome, 
Leis- 
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[2)That is che [[4]Quintumuiri, Wherefore the Ni- 
fue mè that toke ceue councell it ſelfe, doth not refer 
— pow beginning of thele olllces, to the 
the world, Word of God, o: Apoltolicall inffi- 

tution,eyther wzitten, oz not wꝛit⸗ 
ten, but to ancient tuſtome. So that nei⸗ 
ther can this ſucceſſion,be thought to be ; 
Avoſtolicall, | 

{ſl The degree There reſt yet Bichoppes ſo calledof | 

1 — them, to wit, which are ſet in euerie 

itte exaleedn Dioceffe aboue 'minifters ( foz the other 
boue the reſt inferiour oꝛders, theſe pleaders of ſucceſ | 
ot the Mini- ſion, nothing eſteeme, ) whoſe onely ſuc⸗ 
— —_ ceſſion neuertheleſle, hath ſome ſhew of 
knoven t Apoſtolicall ſucteſſion. But it maye | 
the Apoſtles Plainely apeare, out of the firſte Epiſtle 
and — to the Corinth: not onely that there was 
chat there is no ſuche degree of Biſhops o2deyned by 
no de the Apoſtles, as immediatly afterward | 
boa tixcrot, WAS bꝛought into the Church, after the 
times of y apoſtles: neither p ther was 
any ſuch allowed of the Apoltle,to wit, 

vᷣ ther ſhould be one degree of a biſhop, | 

and an other ofa minilter, oꝛ that ſome * 

man ſhould be calleda Biſhoppe, not in 

reſpect ofa flock, but in reſpect of his fel 

low elders, Foz who doubteth, but that 


he 
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| the Apoſtle, woulde haue gpuen this 
| counſel vnto the cormmbigns, 02 humlelke 
! woulde haue perfourmed it, oꝛ haue at⸗ 
tributed it to hh, oz A pol lo. if which 
thing Hicromehath written to Fuagrius, 
and in his commentaries vpon the firik 
| Epiltle to 7'it«s ) he had iudged this re- 
medie pꝛoſitable, much moze neceſſarie, 
oz the bꝛydling o? Schiſm+s 2 But whe⸗ 
ther it were lawfull,fo oꝛdapne this de- 
gree in the Church, oꝛ not (foꝛ of this J 
| like not nowe to diſpute ) that thing is 
not only apparant out of Hierom, vpon p 
epiſtle to Tu, 5 Biſhops are greater 
than miniſters, rather by cuſtome, than 

by the truth of the Lo2ds appopntment: 
Burt alſo by witneſſes which theſe men 
(as greater than all exception), are ac 
cuſtomed to alleadge, as Lucius p Pope, 
(be ment the ſecond , Anacletus (vnleſſe 
their Epiſtles be rather counterfaite, 
| Which pet theſe men cite fo2 authenti⸗ 
tall.) Lombard in his fourth boke of ſen⸗ 
tences the 24. dittin#: Gratian, and to he 
; ſhozt Cardinall C ſan, in his boke or the 
vninerlall vnitie, farin, in the life of 
Pope Bonifacius thirdꝛal which * 
q er 
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| ly witneſſe, that all this Hitrarcbical! o 
l pꝛieſtlike gonernment abonemimiters |} 
1 was deuiled by men, after the example 
|| | of the No nan empy2e,that is to ſap, that 
1 le it is the true mag of the beaft, de ſcribed 
Reuel. 14.9. in the reuelalion of l ohm oꝛ whole cauſe 
ſome, in the beginning allo did trauaile 
which ment not to perfozme that which 
wh afterward inſued. The thing it ſel e in 
1 ine, taught vs, that it was a matter of 
nl reat impozfance to decline, cuen but a 
| Nailes bꝛedth from the wozdof God. 
Feet Now,fo2 as much as theſe thinges be 
1 dilputation, ſo, that is, ſeeing neither this ſucceſſion 
rouchingthe Of perſons, is a ſufficient, true and pꝛo⸗ 
ſucceſſionof per marke of the Churche, noꝛ (though 
petlons. aun · ue ſhould graunt it ſuch) pertapneth a⸗ 
credtom ny thing at all, to this popithe vizard. | 
dn ol doc Mhat is then the matter, wherein we | 
W! | - rriqe, ſee ſome at this day fo greatly to ſticke, 
urbar is ſome that no mall number (as though 
ſeateſull & tetri- [C4 ν head were caſte in the 
ble thing. wap), goe backe? Uerely this is the 
ffrength of the ſpirite of erroꝛ, that they 
Wich are p2wued and pure, may be 
1 made manifeſt. 
No let vs heare alſo, cuche an other f 
2 teſti⸗ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The conclu · 
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teſtimonie of their impudentie:they wil That the ca 
haue that to be iudged a Church, where 2 2 1 
here continueth an o2dinary calling, to 3 A 
the holp miniſterie. But what other not a perpe- 
thing is this. than ( after the erample of tuall and ne- 
that hoſtiſe of Chlcis)to ſet befoꝛe vs as lay mark 
| caine, the ſame mrate new dꝛeſt : Not- If the Ca 
withſtanding, betauſe here againe,FJ ſe: Church. 
ſome ſticke as it were ata rocke, and 
I that, not without danger of ſhipwꝛack: 
J will indenour and that as it were by 
the wind of truth, hence to deliuer them, 
that are caſt vpon this toaſt. 
Truelp, if a man bid them declare vn⸗ ge 
to vs. what they vnderſlad, by the name vayes be 
of o2dination , (which requeſts in this ſcar by the 
queſtion, is altogether honeſt and verie l orde, but 
| neceſſaric)then the clawes of theſe Li- nes not. 
ons, wil openly ſhew themſelues. They ne 
will alleadge, that of the Apoſtle: How ther ſendmg 
hall they preac he vuleſſe they be ſent: and | 
that ſaping: Ai! things ought to be done in Rom.10.15, 
| the houſe of God,vig It iy and in order. Ne 1. Co1-14-40 
agree vnto it. They will ſay, that, all 
that oꝛder is comp2ehended, in the olde 
Canons, which may not oꝛ ought not, by 
any meanes be bzoken, | 
Firſt, 
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Feirſt, we aunſ were, that it is plapne, 
by the compariſon of the very Canons, 
that one, and the ſame oꝛder in the 
Ciniftian Churches, neither alwapes 
hath beene pꝛeſcribed, no2 euerie whers 
kept:and that alſo, the diuerſttie of cir⸗ 
tumſtantes, cannot ſuffer this, that one 
oꝛder in theſe thinges, ſhoulde be euerie 
where, and alwapes eracly obſerued: 
and thereloꝛe very vnſeaſonablie, is the 
obſeruation, cuen of the moſte auncient 
and beſt Canons required, as abſolutelyp 
and neceſlarilie to be kept. And if they 
be here ſo impudent, that they will deny 
this thing, truelp J will conuince them 
as manifeft offenders. Foz, if it be vn⸗ 
Alibough la wfull, to omit any thing ot the Canon: 
the canoni- without any exception From whence 
call daga. commeth that greate gaine, vnto the 
big eg cor court of Rome, by diſpenſation alſo ruen 
perperuall with the la w ol God: neither truely wil 
maike ofthe J ealely ſuffer my ſelf, to be thzuſt from 
catholique this exteption. 
— a But go to, we are tentent here to do 
the he theſe men a pleaſure, let vs therſoꝛe ſay 
chu chof (the diſputation of this exception beyng 
Rome. deferred) that vocation is an oꝛder, not 
| oncly x 


| 
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Zonely agreable to the woꝛde of God, but 
zalſo even to the verie auncient pure C- 
non s, by which an eccleũaſticall office. is 
tommitted to ſome man. Let vs graunt 
them alſo (pet with no p2cindice ofthe 
truth) that there alſo the true Church is 
to be ſeene, where this oꝛder continueth 
ſound and pure, vet J ſay, that by that 
meanes, it moſt certainely appeareth 
that that Popiſhe Churche is, nothing 
leſſe than that catholique church, whoſe 
name it chalengeth to hir ſelfe? Foz tell 
me, what is this oꝛder? to wit, that a 
lawfullknowledge of learning, and of 
manners going befoze, andthe oꝛder of 
_Recclefiaſticall degrees beeing not raſhly 
violated:ſome man (bythe free conſent 
of any whole Church, touching which þ 
queſtion is) being appointed to this holy 
miniſterie, is oꝛdained by the of whom 
he ought, that is, is put into the poſſeſſts 
on as it were of his office. © ndif anie 
man bꝛeake this oꝛder, chat is, if a fault 
happen, either in the examination, oꝛ in 
the election, all the pure Cons come | 
maund, all that, to be iudged of no el⸗ 
fect;and ſo they ſubiect him, that mm 


: „ 
Co by SC, 
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neth the miniſter, to moſte greettous 
punichmentes. That this is ſo, they 
them ſelues cannot denie. Wherefv2e J 
woulde not load nrany leaues, with the 
alleadging of C non. 

How let theſe men come foꝛth, and 
let them alleadge vnto vs, euen one a⸗ 
mongſt all their clergie, in whome this 
oꝛder, hath beene thozowly obſerued. 
demannd not, whether theſe thinges, 
p2eſcribed both by the wo2d of God, and 
alſo by the pure Canons, haue bene exact- | 
ly obſerued ol them now a long time. 
But this Jake, whether there be any 
vie of election, amongeſt them in the 
molt places, ſeeing that y Romiſh har⸗ 
lot, hath conenaunted with Rings #4 
Paintes, foꝛ the aboliſhment of it, and 
ſuffereth thoſe bargaines to be pꝛinted, 
and ſetout to ſale. Now where there re- 
maineth any ſhew of election, woulde a 
man haue thought any of them, coulde 
haue beene ſo impudent, v they ſhoulde 
be ſo bold, as td denie, that thoſe offices 
which the whole woꝛld knoweth, are o⸗ 
penly gotten. by purchaſe: and that by 
buying free voyces (which thing is — 4 

5 5 ctally 
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cially pzactiſed,amonglk them that ſeke 
foꝛ pꝛieſthod, and Canonicall perſons . 


(as they call them, that is to ſay as 
monalk ſwine and aſſes, which are al⸗ 


A u _- 


I ſape, as to denie it, to be anpe other 
thing, than an abhominable treading 
vnder fote ok all lab, both Gods owne, 
and of that purer part of the tanon law 
(as they tall it) : And ot the triall, both 


e Yo 


| getting their lining be no ather means 
but by daylyand open periuries,partly- 
in the pꝛouintes of the Church of Nome, 
partly,in the lappe of that Romitſh har- 


Bilhops know nat, which begin their 
bulles with theſe woꝛdes. The hone ſtie 


mm » CTU a a » I to vo 


ding the ſame vnto vs,by a credible tiſtimo- 
nie, Cc. What ſay J: theirlawesof gi⸗ 


WV = 


8 


bpon ſome (as they tall them) :and the 
lawes ot relignation, where were they 
deuiſed, bꝛaied, ſtrained out, at length, - 
ſet out and deliuered, to make mad, all 
C both 


X 


Xx 


together vncleane beaſtes) tobe ſo bol? 


of doctrine andinaners, the lawful wit⸗ N 


lotte , And this thing foz loch ra big g 
of life and maners, vp on which commen= - 2 


uing, either dꝛdinarie, oꝛ falling out 
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both the highcit and the lowett, but in 
the deuilles 8 kitchin? 2nd vet theſe men 0 
fo2 ſoth, will pꝛoue, the Etcleſiaſticall 
calling, to re ine in their poſſeſſion. 


Thatthe Wut ag againe let vs heare that, that 
falle cleteie map moze conuinte theſe mens ſhamc- 
Sealy | e.. When they diſpute with vs of 
— + a caltancpthey are wont fo u the lay⸗ 
La vw, inn 8k; hands, as though the true dil⸗ 
For the lay- ference: of; a Ea and counterfaite | 
_ ot calms wander 1 8555 7 ſuppole. | 


ten.that , ) 
it; that by | 


That en 

Paſtors are 

ordeyned us paniſhm 

dy che lay. foꝛe they dae © vainely challenge vnto 
E ſelues that, which is no where 
being aired dy found amon ngſt them. | 
ord: ined, Moꝛcouet this alſo they ſhould knew, 
are put into that Paſtours, are not made by the lay 


the poſſeſſi · ing on of hands, but being dweined by 


. la ful calling (which is th 


e vopte of 
commended and put into 5 
into God. 


ther miniftery: Wee 


à God) are ſo commended 
poſſeſſion 9 
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they recken,this ceremony of laping on 
7 of handes, among ſacramentes,by the 
ſame reaſon that they recken baptiſme, 
and the ſupper of the Lo2d: we dap, that 
iti is altogether a vaine dotage, ſeeing 
there is no expꝛeſſe tommaundement ot 
that ceremonie extant, neither is there 
iopned vnto it, any ſacramentall pꝛo⸗ 
nule,neyther dor we reiect, eyther this 
| ceremony, oꝛ iudge to bee vnp2ofifable 
the 7 111 of the church, cammending 
and as it were, offering vnto God, the 
Patte that hee hath ſent them, for the 
lending of God, is a lawful calling. But 
here ſurely,it falleth out with thele hy⸗ 

- | pocrites;as.it hath in other things allo, 
to wit, that thoſe things being omitted, 
in which a true calling conſiſteth (that 
is to ſap the trial al doctrine, and of life, 
and a lawfull. election ok the whole 
Church) they ſticke in the outward te⸗ 
remonie, whiche teremonie alſo they. 
haue defiled, with infinit vicelike rites; 
that J may let paſſe, that hoꝛrible ſale 
ofbenefices and treading vnderfwte of 
the old cannons, made, fouching the 
_multiplication of benefices (as they call 
Pp | 2 them) 


1 ) And pet anterdmzuint 


That euen a 5 
lawfull ord; 
nation,'is 
not a perpe- c 
tuall and al- 1 
together 
— 
marke of the 
true church, ** 
eyther Ca- 
tholique or 


— 
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m and to ing dꝛdination, by ouer q 
ng (as 9 5 fpeake of inferidz v2 q 


ey 
themelues are not ignoꝛant; that," thee | 
the ful Lyra of the ancient 1 | 


not one! g e 
5 Nee er ee 


it e aa 1 dne 
0 g alone to mak fates to Sathan, 
heſhrepe, that choulde bee bꝛonght to 
Chziſte? And pet if fo:foth, the head orf 
his fatſe Church doe this (as what eis I | | 
pzay you doth her) he will npt endure 

f 


this, that he max be iudged of any! mog⸗ 
tall man. Foz lo thele men haut brene 
bolde, nowea long time, not onety to 
ſpeake,but alſo to wyite, And ir this bee 
playnely ta plav v'the Antithrift what is 
on Catpoligue Church (J befeech vou) 
e is the heade 1 
Where-, 
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| . Wherefoze,(that I may at the length. The con- 
| conclude this place) A ſuppoſe,that theſe duden of 
two thinges, doenowe ſufficiently ap⸗ nner di. 
peare, that neither a baſe ſucceſſton of putation, of 
perſons, noꝛ the obſeruation of an out- the perſonal 
warde vocation, is that neceſſarye, and ſucceſſion & 
perpetuall marke, of the true Churche, „dination. 
which the Logitians call pꝛoper after 
the [4] fourth ſozt. Neither al Ia] That is, whiche 
though it Choulde be lo, doe theſe aęreerh to euery one 
things at any thing at al, belong of ibe king, onely to 
to the Church of Nane, (uch as wenne lee 
now it is) that is vnto the Pope» pr fo laugh agreech 
dome:but rather what argumets to all men , 2 men 
ſoeuer conuince the Churche af only, and alwaies to 
Anticbrift, the ſame doe fo eui⸗ them, and to eue - 
dently appeare in this Yarlof, ba eller of that 
that, he that would not acknow- _ * 
ledge, flpe from, and deteſt her, as an a- 
dultreſſe foꝛſaken of her hulbande, true⸗ 
lye, mult either nothing regarde theſe, geg 
things oꝛ elſe be without all vnderſtan⸗ nition or 
ding. T 
Nowe, becauſe we haue determined, church, and 
not onely to ſet out the falſe markes, 8 
| (which thinges wee luppole wee hake dee 
done?) but alſo, to W out as it 3055 ſhock ofthe 


l 
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with the finger, the true and pꝛoper 
markes of the Church. Go to let vs at⸗ 
tempt this latter point. Me ſay there- 
fo2e, that a true definition of a true 
Church, epther par: ticularlp, oꝛ vniner⸗ 


ſaid to be a congregation, that conkeſteth 
the true Jeſus Chꝛiſte:their onely ſaui⸗ 
our. Foꝛ we ſay, that Jeſus Chꝛiſte, is 
that onely foundation, ot that true ſpiri⸗ 


ſally conſidered, is that, by which it is 


tuall houſe of God: Jeſus Chꝛiſt oncly, | 


is the ſoule of that miſticall bodie: Jeſus 
Chzilte onelp, is the ſquare of that buil⸗ 
ding. 


6 "FI: The aduerſaries will armfwere, that 
!| Chrnſtemult they allo acknowledge,and p2eache the | 
be diſcerned ſamething. Therefoꝛe we do adde (ſee⸗ 


from the 
—. by the 


onel y wri- 


tinges ofthe mien alſo will repitz, that they haue 
P:ophets & done; and do the ſanie. In the third place 


ing there be many falſe Chaiſtes)that 


n thereloꝛe we adde, that he is indeed the 
true Ch:ift, that hath moſt fully reuea⸗ 

: A im [elfe, by the mouth of his Pꝛo⸗ 
and Apoſtles. And the mouth of 
e and Apoſt les, we inter⸗ 
e, their authenticall weitings, ; 
wherein 


By 


we diſpute ol the trur Chꝛiſte. Theſe 


r 


—— 
- oa "x 


vn UN 


— 


— 
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all the ſame moſt faithfully vnto the 


Notes of the Catholique Church. 


wherin we affirme, arc moſt fully, and 

mote perfectly compꝛehended all the 

pointes of the Chꝛiſtian faith, partly 

plainelp, and partly by neceſlary conſc- 

quences to be gathered thereof. 

02, we beleue-tt, to be as abfurd,to that the true 
thinke, that the Apoſtles were igno⸗ Con 2 
rant of ſome thing, of the miſteries of decely 
chꝛiſtianitie, oꝛ not to haue reuealed all cnowne by 
thinges vnto the wo2lde (both which the writings 
Tertnlian hath iuſtlp accounted, verte ot ihe Apo- 
greate pointes of madnelle): as not to 0 Aeg 
haue put in writing, all things neceſſa⸗ Po es 
rie to ſaluation : oꝛ, to be ſhoꝛt, not fo to q fol . 
haue put them downe, that, either they plainly, 10 
ſhould: not be plaine inaugh of them —_— 0 
ſclues,o2,if anp thing be written ſome⸗ „ele Cl 
what moꝛe obſture, their true inlerpꝛe⸗ ſuan religi- 
tation ſhoulde be els where ſought, than on, and ie 
out ot their very wꝛitings. But here we fame Pro- 
haue the aduerſaries manifeſtly diſa⸗ a 
greeing from vs, yet not al. neither thoſe „er in ber 
which like ſhameleſneſſe. Fo? there ben writinges 
that graunt both theſe thinges, that is teach it vn 
to ſay, that the Apoſtles knew perfealy * 


all the doctrine of ſaluation, and taught 


4 . . Church; 


J. Tim. 3.15. 
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Church: which thing in deed they iuſtly 
graunt, foꝛ as much as Chꝛiſt him ſelfe. 
in the 15. ol Iobn and the 16.13 witneſ⸗ 
ſeth this in moſt plaine woꝛdes: And 
Paule in the 21.27. ok the Actes. Galathi- 
ans, I. 8. Hehre ws. I. I. otherwiſe it ſhold 


be falſe, at leaſt in ſome part, which the 


ſame Apoltle ſpeaketh:to wit, 7hat the 


Church is builded vppon the foundation of 


the Prophetes and Apoitles : And that, 
which he witnelleth of the holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures,2,7-net,3,16.17. Mo2eouer, that 
thall be falſe to, which the ſame Apoltle 
ſaith ; That the Churc he, is the piller of 
trutb. Unleſſe all truth beeing ingrauen 
in that piller ſhould be manikeſt. Other 
ſome, moꝛe ſhameleſſe, ſuppoſe there is 
left vnto thefe men, whom they call the 
ſucceſſours ofthe Apoſtles, 1 know not 


what excellent thing, and that they doe 


aleirme ſo alluredlp, that they hold, they 
can not be deceiued in that matter, 
whoſe opinion J ſuppoſe, needeth not at 


this time, amongſt men of ſound iudge⸗ 


ment, any conkutation. 
But, in the ouerthꝛow of theſe two 
latter, and eſpecially of the laſt point, J 


per⸗ : 
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percetue,that all theſe men, are altoge⸗ ng we 


ther ok one opinionagainl? vs, Fo2 they 
| vrae, J knowe not what vnwꝛitten 
woꝛde, which they call Apoſtolicall tra⸗ 
ditions, And verely do not vnwilling⸗ 
lie graunt vnto them, that all N 
were not ſeuerally put downe in w2y 


ting, accoꝛding to the circumſtances of 


times, place and perſons, which were 
obſerued, either by the Apoſtles, oꝛ by 
their conlent, in the very fozme and oꝛ⸗ 
der of the ſeruice of God. 

Wut who wil graunt, that we muſt 
7 thinke the lame, or the decrees of the ve⸗ 
rie doctrine it ſelfe? Finally, when the 
aduerſa ries are bidden to bꝛing fo2th, 
bßwhat theſe pointes be, then that lying 
ſpirit bewꝛaieth himſelfe, becauſe thoſe 
thinges , which they will hauc deliue⸗ 
red from hand fo hand, could neither by 
woꝛd noꝛ wꝛitinges, haue bene deliue⸗ 
red by the Apoſtles, but they ſhould diſ⸗ 
ſent from themſelues. But euen al the 


ough t to 
think ofthe 
ynwritten 
word. 


2 fathers of ſound iudgement, haue tud- | 


ged farre other wile, of the moſt £xce!- 


| lent,and moſte ſound perfection of the 
| holyſcripturts, with whole teſtimonies | 


being 


"AT u__—— 
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being a thouſand times alleadged, ? 
thought it not god now to fill thef 
feaues. 
UUTyͤhere remapneth the queſtion to b! 
Ihe inter- handled, touching the interpꝛetation 0 


CO IT br the ſcripture, Which truely is ſo fof 
vvord, is not ſed to and fro by theſe men, that ther 
elſe yyhete cannot eſchew the ſinne of blalphemie 
rovetce, There be J confelle ſome places of the 
1 I _ (criptare(partly thꝛough the tgnozance 
ſelfe, to wit, of tongs, partly alſo, thꝛogh other faults 
by compa- f ur owne) ſo dark vnto vs, euen vnti 
ring of the khis dap, that as pet euen the moſt lear- 
places one ned interpꝛeters, and ſuch as be of bel 
herd ou cõſtience, cannot thoꝛoughly agree wha! 
of the ana- YOould be the p2oper t natural meaning 
logie or pro thereof. There be ſome thinges allo, in 
portion of the holy ſcriptures, ſo pꝛofoundly ſpo 
_ pow ken, that euery one mape not lawfullye 
dr aui. p20ceede fo farre. To be ſhoꝛt, there bc 
ſome things alſo wꝛitten in ſuch terms, 

that (as Avgnitin ſaith) if ſhold appeare 

the holy ghoſt would whet our diligence 

in the ſerching and meditating of them. 

And vnleſſe the neceſſarie points of doc: 

trine and Chꝛiſtian religion were ſe 
plapnelp and clearly: to be ſhozt, fo fa 

2 miltarly 
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miliarly declared in the wꝛitings of the 
Pꝛophetes and Apoſtles, that they may 
be (the holy ghoſt being pzeſft amongſt 
them, whereby God lightneth all his 
ſapntes) manikeſtlp vnderſtode in the 


ol Church, to what end, ſhoulde the Lo2de 


in and muche moꝛe that wee may applye 


haue ſent his hearers to the ſcriptures⸗ 
Pea that moꝛe is, to what ende haue, 
both the P2zophcts and Lhiiſte himſelfe 

Cl alſo, and the Apoſtles ſpoken, if then 
s 7 would not haue theſe thinges, to be vn- 

2 derſfod, which all ought to know: 2 4 221 
A2 will ſpeake ſomething moꝛe bold⸗ yy. can: 
lp, which vet J hope J can pꝛoue. That by naturall 
we may conſent vnto the points of Chꝛi vnderſtan= 


; oy ding knovy 
fftan religion, as bnto true groundes, Nt ls? 


intes of 
them vnto cur ſelues, it behoueth ſure- N 


ly that wee ſhoulde haue our eares elſe⸗ religion are, 
where opened, «f!:/bly beart giuen vs, to but by the 
be ert, bet we ſhyuid elſe where be taught writinges of 


the P 
* than of fleſh end blood, becauſe the church, * ets ay | 
| ts the congregation of them, bet nuſt be Apoſtles, 


; ; bange of Got to whome the arme of the 


Lord is revealed: and that men may vn⸗ Efai.53.1, 

derſtand, what the P2ophetes and Apo⸗ | 
| haue byicfly thought and taught, 

f concerning. 


WERE The third is 


A Treatiſc of the true. and viſible 


concerning euerp article of our religion. 

they haue neede, not onely of a wit in 

ſome meaſure ſharpened, but alſo of the 
knowledge, of tongues, and of careful 

and diligent reading. \ 

Foꝛ it is one manner of thing, to vn- 

derſtande, what this oꝛ that man ſayth, 

then ſa to vnderſtand the things, which 

thou doeſt perceiue, that thou alſo aps 

Compre= pꝛoue of them: and not onely that thou 
r vnderſtand what the thing is, but alſo 
nary — wherefoze it is: and compꝛehenſion is 
iwaſis, muſt Another thing, than knowledge, euen in 
be diſtin- P20phane matters: and agapne in mat⸗ 
guiſhed in ter ot diuinitp this knowledge is ano⸗ 
the holy ther thing, than full perſwaſion, therc- 


EIN oy foze compꝛehenſion belongeth vnto all 


to wit com- men that are endued with ſome iudge- 


prehenſion, ment, and vnto knowledge, there is re⸗ 
natural, quired alſo an outwarde lightning of 
re Gods ſpirite, by reaſon of the blindenes 
ſpiritual, bu: of mans iudgment, which gift notwith⸗ 
alſo comms ſtanding is common as well to manp e⸗ 
to many re- uil, as to many god men. But ful per⸗ 
probates: ſwaſion, doth ſeperate the choſen chil⸗ 
proper to dꝛen of God fram the caſta waves, and 
the children is the pꝛoper riches of the Saintes. 

of God. | | 


Theres | 


—,” 


a 


| at the length this li 
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Theretbꝛe we require, the expoſition 
| of the woꝛde of God, hot bnely as p2oft- 
table, but allo as neceſſary, pet not foꝛ 
the ſame caule as theſe me thinke , nei⸗ 


| ther pet wil wee fet it from p P place, frõ 
b whome theſe men ſup 
it, foꝛ they think tha 


ſe we wil take 
that woꝛde is fo 
darkly deliuered, that (as thogh it were 
foine darke thing) it thould neede light, 


when we demand oft whente 


they lay vnto bs p vizard oꝛ bare chewe 
name ſamtimes . chey lay befoꝛe the ig⸗ 


PE befet,the 


10 what 
points we 
doe at this 
day diſſent, 
when the 
ene is 
maunded, 
touching 
the i inter. 
pretation of 


Gods werd. 


fetcht elſewhere thenfrom it ſelfe, and 


| ofthe Catholigtte Chürth, under which 


FHoꝛant, theſe oꝛ thoſe of the Fathers: 
: times the fragments 0 particalar 
| 180 7 general coumſels: 152 bee dete. they 

lap befoꝛe very often, lon 
 fozan 55 85 that tarmot Rao reftt- 
ted, fo which thinges ika man doe nbt 
| forthwith ant Un he bs net layde open 
tis theflanghfer ofthe ontjagldis pepe 


2t, they 


(no knowledge of his cauſe/bering had 


7 haynouscrime,committed againſt God 
4 9; man,wherast in times paſt, he was 


42 


condemned 


f befo2e)as thogh he were guilty of ſome 


1 nl condemned to bee burned, vnder ſome 
tertaine colour ot law. 


E But we,(fh 
©, clare all thinges which belong to this 
matter) ſax, that 

is a 
a ' Lo2deis not onely. 


tions, core 
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Anz indeede this is now their zeale, 
we may in one wozd de⸗ 


the Church of Chꝛiſte, 
ſchnole, in which the woꝛde of the 
barely to be read, as 
er the letter witten, but allo to bee 
taught that it maye bee rightly vnder⸗ 
ſtwde, and la fe be taught, that exhoꝛta⸗ 
ctions and conſolations, both 
openly and priuatelv, maye bee bſcd, 
which in Zeul is under ſtade by p name 
ol Propheg AY Po2equer this alſo wee 


adde, 2 7 dught exe chiefly to 
bee m red, that the interpꝛetation of 
thoſe (cript res, are to be t tet, no where 
elle, then dut of the ſcriptures themſel⸗ 
ues, not onely becauſe the woꝛd of God, 
is able ta gi 

ſa, bec i at trueth is reucaled vnto 


vs no whercels,then in þ w2itings of ß 


ne tredite to it ſelfe; but al⸗ 


Pꝛophetes and Apoſtles, Foz that ſay- 
ing of Auſten is well knowen, and is 
moſt true, That the ſcripture is to be ex- 
pounded by. the ſcripture: Neither ſhail 
"6 e phy it 
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it irke me heere to put downe, that no⸗ 
Inotable place, out of the 49. Homelie, of 
. the imperfect wozke vpon Mathew, be⸗ 
tauſe it agreeth alto geather with our 
times. He that will know (ſaith he) whic h 
is the true Church of Cbriſt, let him not 
ue it but onely by the ſcriptures, And by 
and by akter. Chriftians therefore, hee ing 
E willing to receiue, the certainetie of true 
„ | fayth , let them 2 to not hing but to the || © 
„ ſcriptures otherwiſe if they ſhall haue re- 
| ſpett te other thinges, 1% el fumble &. 4 02.4 
per ish, not vnderiianding,Wbich is the trug 
Church: and by this meanes they s ball fall LTP” 
into the abbomintaion of n 74 
landet h in the holy places of the Cl 


But to whom ſhall «ade wal te 
men ſay) the interpꝛetatian of ſcrips 
turege-Ueri]y all be nat P2ophetes,all . 

| be not teachers But aggine. E/ cri-, Ela ay. 

eth,that both Prieftes, rophetes, baus, 
erred in their viſſan: neither would Chail 

haue ad moni ed, Tbat the leauen of the. 11 5 1676. 
hæriſt IM! beuld be anoyded, it we ſhoulde «ha 

without exception, haue tonlented buſy 

them, I hat ſit in Moſes chayr:: Neither | 

7 ſhould the falle Pꝛophetes be cich hd is 
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es did ſpeake the truth: 
and the whole 


in 7 ayons (ea 


U Let bk — 
Ancquirye length that which 3 hat 
times cryed out vnto deafe 


maketh no- 
thing at all, that we do not ſunply renter th 


oinſtruce old no2 the new counſels te 1 they 
vnleſſe they | 


3 at- ye particular 02 generall, 
t we do not ſim⸗ 


wen- be plainly them} tha 
f ply ſrekule, neither old noꝛ new waters. 


ation o 
les they be manikeſtly, either ſupertti 


ſcripture 

from the tur ridiculqu#;02 by comon conſent 
e not üümply caſt 

er of aumci- 


er thepbe 


d, fo 3 fwliſhe.' 
onely S require, which thi 
ned, and euere the moſ religious 101 ye 
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old wꝛiters, moniſh carefully to be don, 


fo wit, that all theſe thinges, ſhould be 


diligentlp examined, acco2ding to the 
rule of the wꝛitten woꝛd of God, Foz 
antiquifte and authoꝛitie of thoſe that 
wꝛyte, map in deed ſet ſome collour ot 
truth vpon falſhod, but that it ſhoulde 
be true, which diſagreeth neuer ſo little 
from the wꝛitings of the Pꝛophets and 
Apoſtles, that truely it can neuer bꝛing 

to paſſe, Furthermoꝛe, experience it ſelf he Creed 


| mo2e than ſufficiently declareth, that ocche anci- 


there haue beene long time ſince,bailded ent Synodes 
vpon the foundatien layd hy the Apoſtles, & the judge 
not onely bay and flubble, but alſo yron and mont of the 


ruft. to be ſhoꝛt. lies vppon trueth: All Fand e 
which thinges, mute at the length be ques, are at 


conſumed by the light and fire of Gods no hand re- 


Now leaſt theſe men ſhoulde agayne e 


complaine, that what ſoeuer hath bene tirongly de- 
eſtabliſhed by counſell after conſell, in fended a- 
the auncient Churche, ſhoulde by thts gainſt ad- 
meanes be called into doubt: we confes, cdu al- | 
that we doe acknowledge the Creedes, en det 


which were alwayes appzoued by the bee * 


4] common conſent of wm whole Church, chemſelues. 


fo 
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to wit, the Creed of the Apoſtles, Nice. 
Athanaſius his creed, the creed of Con- 

tant inople, Chalcedon, togeather with the 
curſes pꝛonounted in the ſecond counſel 

ol Epbeſus againſte Neſtorias: And that 

we both with mouth and hart deteſt, al 
hereũe s, which either by open oz ſecret 
conſent of the whole Church, were out 

of d woꝛd ol God, tondemned in thoſe 4, 
countebs and alſo ouer thꝛowen, in the 
fifth and ſixt h councels ot C onſtanti no- 
ple: And alſo all other hereſies whatſo⸗ 
eeuer, which after warde, e pther newlye 
ſpꝛong vp, oꝛ are newly poli ſhed, not 5 
the truth hangeth vpon any Spnods oꝛ 
Creedes, but becauſe we acknowledge, 
08! | The con- that the thinges which are! pꝛeſcribed 
cluſion of and eſtabliſhed in them, map be rightly 
iudged, by the wꝛitings of the pꝛophets 


aue Chriſt, And Apoſtles:ſo far of is it, v we take a- 


ho is wapthe anthouty of p church. oꝛ diſpiſe 
we only, p conſent ok the godly, either ancient c2 
cue, perpe- new wꝛiters, which thing our aducrſas 


i 


Fi nab ries, falliy e ſhamlelly obiect vnto ve. 


* 


HE! | Gary note of Now the ſumme ot al theſe things is 
we due khis, that Chꝛiſt is the true, perpetual, 
Qurch. |\neceſſary:4 to be hoꝛt, the onely marke 

| | 1 | of 
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ofthe Church: ea J ſap, the true Chuſk 
that is, ſuche a one, as he from the be- 
ginning hath molt perfectly (touching 
the matter and maner of laluation, re⸗ 
vealed him ſelfe, both in the wꝛitings, 

of the pꝛophets and of the Apoſtles. Foz t. 12.1 3 

hat ſaying ſtandeth ſure: He that ga- 
theret h not wit h me, ſc alter th abroad;and 
that ſaying,that chrift is that corner tone 
pf the feundation, vppon whome the whole 
wilding riſet h vp: And that onely head, 
which miniireth vnto his body, that is 
onto the true catholique Church, al fee- 1.204 
ing and moning : To be ſhoꝛt, be is the 10hn. 14.6. 
lore, the WA, t he re ſurreftion, and the [yfe, lohn. 11. 25. 
Herfoꝛe, wherſocuer y woꝛd is heard, 
as it ouqht to be, there indeed Chꝛiſte 
aigneth, and where Chꝛiſte raigneth, 
there in doed we iudge the Catholique, . 
viſible Churche to be, neither tied to a⸗ 
ny certaine plate, noz vnto the multi ⸗ 
tude: or where che; dead carkas is, to wit Mat. 24.28. 
Thꝛiſte crucified , there be thoſe Egles: 
there is ſaluation, where that one ſy name Act. f. 12. 
„in Which we mu be ſaued:there be the 
hildꝛen of light, »here that ſonne ſhineth 
Poere be tbetrut bee pe. here the voyce of 

2 that 


1 * 


i. Pet. a . 


160 err 1 wa. 
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Mat. 18, 20. % hat ſheepebeard i is heard, althougk two or 


the wo2de ſhoulde be taught: but allo 
man: And fo2 this cauſe, hath ap 
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three onely, throughout all the world, Shall | 
be traely gathered together in his name: | 
And to ſpeake in fewe woꝛdes, where | 
that true ſeede is ſowen, there is the 
Toꝛds field: and there that harueſt gro⸗ 
weth, which ſhall neuer be burned, | 
But againe , becauſe it falleth out, 
partly thoꝛough the weakneſſe of mans | 
wit, euen in the moſte excellent men, ' 
partly thꝛough the witkenefle 02 negli⸗ 
gente of the paſtozs, that ſcarceatany | 
time,ſince p time of the Apoſtles, $ doc- 
trine of Chꝛiſt, hath beene ſo pꝛeached 
in the Church, but that ſome blemith, N 
hath p2ittely crepf in, (which thing ap⸗ 
peareth to bee done, euen by the Epi⸗ 
Hes of the Apoſtles „and that whileſt 
they alſo were lining: Finally, becauſe 
the Lo2d hath apointed, not onely that 


that it ſhoulde not be taught of euerp 
poin⸗ 
ted tertaine lawes, touching this! or 
J mull here again declare two thing 
to wit, how farre it ſhoulde be * 

rie , that that onely marke of the true 
Church, 
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Church, that is to (ay, the pꝛeaching of 

Gods woꝛde, ſhoulde be pure, and how 

much we ſhould giue, to the ozdination 

and ſucceſſion of the Paſfo2s them⸗ 

ſelues. 
Therefoꝛe, as touching that fozmer How farrcit 
point, J put downe thꝛee thinges. One 1 

is, that although there be nothing ſet arme af 

out vnto vs in the holy Scriptures, fayth,ſhould 

which is not molt p2dfitable and verie be pure in 

neteſſary as it were vnto ſaluation:pet ri 

there are certaine chiefe points, and as Church 97 

it were grounds of our religion, which Glu particu- 

are to be diſcerned from the reſt, The lar or gene- 

ſecond point is, that there haue beene ral, may be a 

ſome matters, which in times paſt haue we church, 

beene rudimentes of the Catholique | 

Churche, and may in other times alſo 

be rudiments. of ſome particular chur⸗ 


ches, vet foꝛ all that thoſe points ceaſe 


| not, to belong fo the true Thurche.The 


third is, that the religion and marke of 
tie Churche, either vninerſall oz parti⸗ 


tular, is not to be meaſured by ſome 
thing, that this oz that Paſtoꝛ teacheth 
| by woꝛde oꝛ writing: neither by that, 
that ſome ſheepe by them ſelues haue 


3 thought 


| points of 
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thought this: Oꝛ by the diſputations of 

ſome, whether they be many oꝛ few, but 

by that doctrine, which is commonly re⸗ 
teiued in the Churches, ſo that it be a⸗ 
greable to the woꝛd of God, 

Now becauſe thcſe queſttons are cal- 


That al de led into contronerſie, go to, let bs cons 


| chriſtian re- firme them by ſure rzaſons t examples. 
gion, are As touching the firſte, the thing it ſelfe | 
not of the ſheweth, j there may be variaunce fon- | 
founcation ching ſome things, 4 yet the ſoundation 
of chꝛiſtian religion, remaine ſafe; 3nd. | 
againe ſome things cannot be taken a- | 
way, but that the whole building, be vt- 


| thereof. 


„ terlp ouerthꝛown. He chat denicth Chrift 
John. 3 · to haue come in the fle she, is not of God, but 
is the ſpirit of Anticbritt, Therefoꝛe the 
4 companies of þ Do chitæ, of p * Marci 
ms Outs,and of ſuch like, be not the Church 


haue come 


in che flesh. of Chꝛiſte, whereby it is pꝛooued, that 
| *The Mar: the point, touching both the natures of 
| cioniltes of Chziſte, is an article of Chꝛiſtian reli⸗ 
| _ gion, belonging fo the foundation. A⸗ 
ere, d Sane, the Churche of leruſalem ( wher⸗ 
| hold that in who was better learned, than Peter) 
| Chriſtwas knew not the calling of the vncircum⸗ 
| nor true, ciſed, and pet what true Churche was 
— 0 there 


Notes of the Catholique Church. 


there then in the woꝛlde, if the Church 
of leruſalem were not it? Therefoꝛe the 
point concerning the calling or the vn⸗ 


points of Chꝛiſtian religion. which con⸗ 
terne the ſoundation. Therfoꝛe, there is 
ſome difference betweene thole thinges 
which are ſet fozth vnto vs in the ſcrip- | 
tures, to be belœued. 
| The ſecond alſo map be p2wned, by a 
moꝛe euident example. Foꝛ who doub- 


circumciſed, is not of it ſelfe, of the 


eth, but that if euer there were any Than dere 


where, a true, and almoſt onelp and are ſome ru- 
wholy Catholigue Churche, that was diments of 


Chꝛiſtes owne houſhold, being conuer⸗ 
ſauntand that acco2ding to the flelhe, 


Churches. 
VVhich 


with thoſe his twelue diſciples ? Who thing alſoin 
likewiſe is ignoꝛaunt, that the point of times paſt 
the reſurrection(the foundation wherof fall out in 


is the reſurrection of Chʒiſt himſelfe) is - wel a 


of ſo great waight, that the Apoſtle doth 
richtly pꝛonounce, that (that beeing a⸗ 
boliſhed) the whole fruit ofthe Goſpell, 
ſhoulde be aboliſhedꝛbut p very congre⸗ 
gation could ſcarce beleue,y Chꝛiſtwas 
vet riſen. And Thomas gaue not credite, 
to his own very kellow diſciples:pea the 
4 diſci⸗ 


| Hot deter- 

mine of the 
falshood or 
truth of any 
Church by 

the doub- 

ting of ei- 
ther many 
ot ſew. 


Sal. 1.8. 


A Treatiſe ofthetrue and viſible 
diſciples, would not haue bele&ued,cuen 
their owne verye eyes; if the Loꝛde had 


Lule. 44. 30. Not ſayd, A /pirit hath not fleſh and bones, 
Vve may And that third thing is confirmed, by 


the 8 of the Churches of Achaia 
and Galatis,which doubtleſſe, the Apo- 
ſtle would not haue called the churches 
” of Chꝛiſt, and therefo2e true churches, if 
bee had therto2ethounht that the church 
of corineb had denied that article ofthe 
reſurrection of the fleſh: # the churches 
- of Galatize, had reieded the benefite of 


cheir liberty, purchaſed by Chaiſte,be- 


cauſe ſome in Corinth,pea perhaps ſome 


ofthe paſtoꝛs themſelues, did doubt of 


che poynte of the reſurrection: and the 


maoſt part ot the Galathians,calledbacke 


agua pn che vie of circumciſion andother 
[n ſeeing that pet notwith⸗ 
ſanding, the ſame Paul ſayth : I ye be 


8 tircumciſe d, C briſt doth profite you not bing: 


and ſeeing that he affirmeth that thoſe 
Which vrged circumciſion, not of igno⸗ 
rũce, but of tubboꝛnnes, they were remo- 
ed al way vnt o anot hey goſpel, æ thereſoꝛe 


he openly calleth thẽ Avoſtatates 02 fal 
lers aa, an in them to Dogs, 
that 
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that is to ſay, fo vncleane beaſtes. But 
it is an other thing. to erre thꝛough ig⸗ 

Aunce, than obſtinatelp to reſiſt te 
truth, as wiful felfowes arc wont. Ye , 
_ reſte which ts without the Church, if it 
be of ſome point of the religion, that 
toucheth the foundation , is an other 
thing, than being deceiued oꝛ an erroꝛ, 
which requireth and ſuffereth it ſelfe to 
be taught. To be ſhoꝛte, the Eclipſe of 
the Sunne, is an other thing, than the 
abſence of the ſame:and the evening is 
an other thing than the darkeneſſe oF 
the night: yea the night it ſole, which 
the day ſucceedeth, is an other thing 
than the darkneſſe were, when tbey coue · Gen. i. a. 
red the depth. 

Thele things then being put downe, That ſome 
it halbe eaſie to tudge, that euer erro⸗ e 0 
doth not take away the name of the dhe Cao. 
true church, and with al that to be moſt 1ique church 
falſe, which the aduerſaries ſay, to wit, yea and that 
that the Catholigue Church cãnot erre, in ſome 
and pet that euerp erro2 doth not abo⸗ 101" SE 
lich the name of the Catholike Church. concernech 
Foz as touching this latter point, If the ſounda - 
tome particular Church may erre, euen tion. 

tn 


»4 (ui * 
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in ſame chiefe head oz article of Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an religion, and pet it ceaſſeth not ther⸗ 
foꝛe to be a true Church:whereloꝛe ſhat 
not a man ſay the ſame of al particular 
Churches, not conſidered one by one, 
but vniuerſallp, foz this is the Catho- 
lique Church: Truelp it is not pꝛobable 
that there liued then any men (when 
Chꝛiſt roſe againe) better oz moꝛe per⸗ 
fectly inſtructed in true faith, then thoſe 
twelue Diſciples: And pet we ſee this 


whole congregation, foꝛ a time (as Je⸗ 


uen now ſayd) ſo to haue doubted of the 
reſurrection of Chꝛiſt, that foꝛ that cauſe 
(as Luke wiiteth ) Chriſt remayned with 
them fortie dayes after the reſurrection, 


that he might fully aſſure them of his 


reſurrection. Wherefo2e this thing we 


conclude , that the chiefe points of our 


religion, ought of neceſſitie to remaine 
ſound, in theLatholique Church, that it 


mape be called Catholique: But there 


map ſome times fall in ſome cloud (ſpe⸗ 


cially thzough the negligence of the 
Paſto2s ) which may ſome times dar- 
Ren, one while this, an other while that 


article, which neuer the lelle ( when the 


| holy 


Notes of the Catholique Church. 
holy Ghoſt appeareth ) ſtraight wayes 
vaniſheth away. 

Therefoꝛe Catholique is not. (as the 
bnlearned imagine ) alwaies and with 
out exception the ſame, that right 02 
ſound is, ſeeing that euen ſome vniuer⸗ 
ſall erroꝛ, map continue foꝛ a time. And 
the ſame thing map and ought muche 
mo22 to be ſpoken of the particular 
congregations of this vniuerſallifie, 
And ik theſe things be true, euen in the 
very grounds of our religion:how much 
moꝛe, may wee thinke the ſame to bee 
true, as often as errours creepe in, by 
which the very foundations of 9 
on, are not ouerth ꝛown: And this is the 
ſtuble oꝛ chaffe which ſometimes (as ©. 
Paul ſapth, are builded vpon t he foundati> I, Cor. 2.12, 
ons of the Apoitles , which at the length 
ſhall vaniſh away, when the .day of the 
Lo2d appeareth. 

But this day ſheweth it ſelfe ſomes 
times ſoner,ſomtimes later.( Do J had 
almoſt ſapde, all the Byſhops of Africa 
thought with Cyprian, that baptiſme ads 
miniſtred by heretikes, was or no foꝛce. 
Which tying, although it were falſe, - 
might 


That ble. 


miſhes at 


the firſt oat gence, that thcſe ſpottes alſs ſhoulde be 


times tolle. 
rable, ceaſe 
to be ble- 
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might neuertheles (ſo long as the ſum 
of fayth remapneth ſound and vnhurt) 
be wꝛongkully taught and beleeued. But 
this errour continued not long. There 
is a like conſideration to be had of man 
traditions, oh ich fo2 that cauſe, began 
af the length, falſely to be called, and to 
be deemed Apoſtolica ll, becauſe that be⸗ 
ing ante confirmed by continuall vſe, 
they were ſuppoſed to haue come euen 
krom the Apoſtles them ſelues: which 
traditions alſo, by reaſon therof, the day 
of the Loꝛde (which hath againe in our 
times ſhined foꝛth) cannot now aboliſh, 
with aut very great contentions. Be it 
therefoꝛe farre from anp to thinke, that 
fo2 ſuch maner of blemiſhes, ſome con- 
- gregations ſhould be thought, not to be⸗ 
long , to the bovye of the. Catholtgue 
Churche, although godly and diligent 
Paſtoꝛs, ſhoulde giue very great dili⸗ 


wiped awap, with the ſponge of Gods 
Woꝛd. 


miſtes, and But this thing firſt oral mult here be 
grow to bee Marked, that theſe blemiſhes and as it 


- Cankers. 


were bylcs 02 wellig, do ſome times 
a ſo 


— 
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ſs farre increaſe, that they growe fo a 


canker,and that they pull away the ve⸗ 


ry members from the body: which thing 


the moſt ſhamefull examples, both of 


auncient times, and alſo of ourfimes, 
declare to haue fallen out, eſpecially by 


the fault or the paſtoꝛs. As fo: example, 
exoꝛciſme oꝛ cuniuring (one ſoztofitbe- 


ing pꝛoper to them that were poſſeſſed 
with ill ſpirites, and an other common 
to all that were growen in prares, and 


came from Pæganiſme to Chziſtianitie, 


bꝛought in alſo by the negligence dl pa⸗ 


ſtoꝛs,into che baptiſme of Infants, that 
were bozne of Chaiffians ) was at the 
beginning onely a blemilh, and pet not 


being looked into of the old yſhoppes, 


at the length increaſed ſo furre, that in 


the papacie it Was retained as netella⸗ 
rio, and ſo became a wilwozthip,a mat⸗ 
ter nowat no 
ſomes Chureh 


es, ( although ligytener 


wich the Goſpell) it is retayned us not 


vnp2offfable, with great chame (truelg) 
to the paſto 


it in ſeaſdn to pꝛeuent, euen 
erroes. | | 


hand indifferent: And in 


26:of ſo great impoꝛtante is 
the ſmatelt 


The 


26 641 


Chriſme in 
baptiſme 
prefered be- 
fore water, 
the element 
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The ceremonie of anopnting with 
oyle in baptiſme ( which was miniſtred 
to thoſe that were as it were, to fight as 
gainſt the Deuil, and the fleſhe) was in 
the beginning chaffe, but this chaffe, 
how farre in pꝛoteſſe of time it gree, 
we ſee, when the Criſme alſo began to 
be reuerented, which thing notwith⸗ 
ſtanding did not fal out in the very was 
ter, a true and an eſſontial ſigne of bap⸗ 


of che lacta tiſme. Od it is manifeſt, that the ſigne 


ment. 


of the croſle, was at the beginning an o⸗ 
pen pꝛoſeſſion of chꝛiſtianitie, the abuſo 
wherofat the laſt; bzonght to pale, that 
the very troſle, was ſet vp, in the place 
of Chꝛiſt crucificd, neither is there any 
idolatry in all the woꝛlde moꝛe deteſta⸗ 
ble. So the remembꝛances of martpꝛs, 
and the funerals of the moze famous 
Byſhops, were celebꝛated, both with 


nations in the pꝛaiſe of thi, and with 


intredible contaurſe of people, from 
whente by and by after ſyꝛang vp inuo⸗ 


. cafionsofthe dead, at their ſepulchers, 


* 
4 
* 
* 


and in pꝛoteſſe of time, the woꝛchip⸗ 
pinges of reliques alſo. The paine⸗ 
ing of walles, bꝛought into the Chꝛi⸗ 
kl ſtians 
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ſtians temples, about foure hundꝛed 
yeares after the deathe of Chꝛiſte, 
and that without any woz2lhtp thereof, 
was in deed acconnted,hate. But howe 
farre this blemiſh hath growne we ſee, 
inſomuch, that the ſecond of the ten com 
mandements, was vnder that colour, o⸗ 
penly by the Papiſts bloffed out: and 
(which thing cannot beſpoken, without 
the incredible ſhame of ſome) that ſe⸗ 
cond commandcment,ts alſo at this day 
numbꝛed, by certein men (which ſhould 
not ſo deale) amongeſt the ceremoniall 
commandementes. Such was in the be⸗ 
ginning, the lenten faſt, and ſome choile 
oꝛ difference of meates, without any o⸗ 
pinion of woꝛſhip, added therto. Which' 
things, we nowe ſee ſo eſtabliſhed, that 
ſundꝛpe and thoſe no ſmall perſons, but 
ſuch as wil ſeeme to be molt Catholike, 
do molt obſtinately deſende, that in the 
doing of them, conſiffeth in ſome reſpect, 
the foꝛgiueneſſe of ſinnes, yea the woꝛ⸗ 
thineſſe of merites oꝛ power to deſerus. 
hat I beſe&ch vou, coulde ſeeme at the 
firſt, to haue been moꝛe indifferent then 
loꝛ the celebzation of the lupper, to haus 
a table 


\ 
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a fable of ſtone o2 of wood: But, it the 

Grecians in the celeb2ation of the faide 

That is, ſupper, had neuer vſed their Sous and 
their Altars the Latines their Alters, but had beene 
1 to content with their comon tables (which 
was in vſe in the Apoſtles times) likelp 

it is, that the tontrouerſie, touching that 
deteſtable idolatry of þ malle (by which 

we ſee, the whole woꝛlde at this dap, to 

be ſet on fire) could neuer haue ſpꝛung 

No, to what end, tend theſe things? 

to wit, that firſt in deſcrying the marks 

of the true church, hereſtes might be dil⸗ 
tinguiſhed from erroꝛs, and haye & ſtub 

ble, from thoſe things, which eyther ol 
themſelues, oꝛ by reaſon of the opinion 

of woꝛſhip bꝛought in, are either vngod⸗ 

ly oꝛ ſuperſtitious: and pet that all the 
gouernours ofp Chucch.ought to vnder⸗ 

tand, that. as the alter, was not in time 

paſt to be builded of ſtones, garniſhed by 

the diligence of man:neither pet that it 

Was lawfullfo2 them. fo much as to fa- 

g§ſten a naile in the Tabernacle, but ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the paterne which Moſes had 

ſcene in the mount: euen fo now _—_ 

godly 
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godly magiſtrates indeede,and all true 
ſhepheards, ought to endeuour⸗ that in 
reſtoꝛing the temple of the Lo2d, by ſo 
many means fallen down.they ſhoulde 
not onely reſtoze thoſe thinges, which 
haue beene ouerthzown by Autichrifts, 
but alfo that they ſhould moſt diligent⸗ 
lye wipe awape all, euen the lighteſt 
ſpottes, that haue pꝛoceeded from the 
ſame Antichyiits, although they be, as 
it were waren hard vpon the wallcs of 
the temple:and that don (partly by 
the ſto2y of fozmer ages, and partly by 
the beholding of the pꝛeſent ruins of the 
Churche)theſe fozmer euils of Satan, 
they ſhould at no hand ſuffer themſelues 
to be mocked, by the allegation of the 
kragmentes, ot certaine of the auucient 
fathers, oꝛ by any vayn ſhew of cuſtom: 
but rather that they ſhould not leaue of, 
vntill by doctrine, both the Ceremonies 
and all the Eccleſiaſticall gouernment 
alſo, be apted, not vnto ſome figuratiue 
Image ol ſhew, which was needfnl vn⸗ 
der the ſcholemaſterſhip of the la w, but 
exactly framed, accoꝛding vnto 5ᷣ moſte 
2 1 wound the ſonne of 2 od 

zun⸗ 
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him ſelfe by his owne mouth + his Apo⸗ 
cles after him, haue moſte perfectly (et 
koꝛth vnto vs in their wꝛitings. But c< 
cerning this matter, we wil els where 
ſpeake moꝛe fully(as J hope) when we 
ſhal anſwere thoſe notable meane men, 
who repꝛehend vs, as ouer ſeuere exac⸗ 
toꝛs of woꝛk, + eſpecially whe we ſhal 
ſcucrally ant were, vnto the wꝛiting ol 
Caſjander, to the end, al men may vnder⸗ 
ſtand, that none moꝛe hinder the wozke 
ok the Loꝛde, than theſe Samaritan-. 
vvtich be Now, becauſe J ſte ſome (not peelding! 
the principal vnto theſe things, which we hane ſpoke | 
points ofthe in general, cõcerning þ fundamental oz || 
Catholqu* pzincipall points of dur religion) again 
gion. to demad what thoſe ſhold be: J anſwer 
P theſe articles are to be called grounds 
02 pꝛinciples, which being laid, ö whole 
building romaineth : which being ouer 
thꝛown, al things builded therupon fall 
to y ground. And al theſe things, we p20 
les to haue bene deſcribed w great ſhoꝛt 
neſſe e plainnes, out of the woꝛd of God 
in 5 Creed, which they cal the Apoſtles, 
Which thing ought to be added fo p ten 
commandements, t the Lo2ds pꝛaier - 
| the 
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the which, that, to wit, d fencommaun- 

dements, doth verie compendionfly ſet 

out the oꝛder of Chꝛiſtian life:and this, 

that is, b Lo2ds pꝛaier, doth very bꝛielly 

allo ſet out, right inuocation and pꝛaier. 

This (J ſap) is 5 fundamental, true, and 

perpetuall mark of y Catholike church, 

which ſhall neuer bee blotted out vnto 

the woꝛlds end: but which neuertheleſſe 

ought to be expounded, ont of the w2p- 

tings of the Pꝛophets and Apoſtles, frõ 

| whence it is taken, that al men may vn 

derſtand it and keepe it, as much as in 

them lpeth. | 

Now the oꝛder of this erpoſition is 2. VVhar ex- 

fold:one moze familiar, which is neceſs poſition of 
ſary fozal men: an other moꝛe large, and Ale, 
far moꝛe plentiful:as we ſe that the Ay ;cQuireq 5 

poſtles creed, was after wardes expoun⸗ the Church. 

ded, by ſome other Creedes of the holy 

Synodes, that hereſies might bee met 

withall, e the Conſciences eſtabliſhed 

moze and moꝛe in ſound doctrine. Ther⸗ 

foze,albeit that to the ende, that ſome - 

man might be a true member of Cheiſt, 

it be not neceſſary, that he ſhould mot 

eractely vnderſtande, foz what caure 

2 chinges 


2 


*» 
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thi inges are ſpoken and ſet downe, and 
ſhould know the determinations of diſ⸗ 
putations in diuinitie: Pet euerp one 
ought to know accoꝛding to his capaci⸗ 
tie; what he doth beleeue, and why he 
doth beleenc and not to reſt in the de⸗ 
uiliſhe inuention of faith, which they 
tall vnfolded, that is to beleeue, as the 
Churche hath determined, and to aſke 
no further: but to adde alſo vnto that 
familiar inffruction , the expoſition of 
That the holy w2itings, of which Paul ſetteth bes 
true yea the foꝛe vs foure pointes 2. 7im,}, to wit, 
| Catholique dottrine, reproofe, correttion, and comfort, 
| _ All which are by diligent Paſfo2s and 
| Se wan teathers, publikely and pꝛiuatelp, to be 
ted an ordi- Applied, to the capacities of the belce- 
| naryand uers. : 

| lawfulmini» Jt remapneth that we declare, howe 
1 much we ought to cine to perſonal ſuc⸗ 
2 telſſion and oꝛdination. Ne haue ſapde, 
Ainarie and that the onelp, true, perpetuall, and ne⸗ 
hau ſull ordi- ceſſarꝝ marke of the tatholique Church 
| nationand is that doctrine, which diuerllp, and 
| Kuecelion lundey maner of wayes;firſt by wo: de, 
and atterward by w2ytings, hath bene 
12 broken de liuered by the P2ophetes and ar the 
0 a 
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lat moſt perfectly declared by Chiifte 
him ſelfe, and that by his owne mouth, 
und byhis Apoſtles. Fo2 this woꝛd, as 
(euen after Chꝛiſte him ſeife), Peter 
ſayth, i that ſceue, hy which the Catho⸗ 
lique Churche, both at the beginning ot 
the woꝛld appeared, and by which alſo 
it ſhall continue, euen bnto the ende ol 
the woꝛld. But ſeed is to no purpoſe;er- 
cept it be ſowen, and the Loꝛde, (who 
both vnder the olde, and vnder the new 
Teſtament, appoynted an oꝛder fo2 the 
ſowing of this ſeed, by the miniſtry of 
men bath (I ſay) necefſarily appointed 
this ſowing (foꝛ otherwile the ſpꝛea⸗ 
ding ab2oade of this Churche woulde 
quickly end) to endure to the ende of the 
woꝛld. Be it lo truelp. Then thou wilt 
ſape, oꝛdination alſo and ſucceſſion of 
thoſe perſons, is a true, perpetuall, and 
neceſſary mark of the catholtke church, 
acreing altogether with that other, to 
wit, the mark of ſowing. Do our aduer⸗ 
ſaries do tonclude, but falflp and fwliſh⸗ 
ly, Foz, (that I may let paſſe thoſe two 
thinges already confuted by vs, that is 
to ſap, betauſe they babble of the ſucceſ- 
E 3 ſion 
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ſion of perſons, omitting the ſucceCion 
vk thit Apo {folicall doctrine: Yozeouer 
becauſe » they pꝛopoũd an other ſuccef- 
fion;than that which hath beene begun 
by the Apoltles them ſelues)either they 
do not (ze, 02 they diſſemble that they 
do ſce ( albeit the ſowing alſo, and the 
fowers, are required no lefſe than the 
ſeede, to the tilling of this fielde of the 
Church) that the lame oꝛder hath not 
alwaies bene kept, either of ſawing the 
ſeed, oꝛ ol o2deyning them, vnto whome 
this ſowing is committed. And this not 
withſtanding, they ought to haue lear⸗ 
ned, both by the foꝛe tellings of the pꝛo⸗ 
phetes, ànd alſo by the holy hiſfo21es, 
which things remaineth to be pꝛoued of 
vs. The Church therfo:e I confes, was 
neuer without » wozde of God, But let 
hele men allo ſhew vs, that therehaty 

bene ſome one, certaine, ⁊ perpetual oꝛ⸗ 
der both of that ſowing, x of the perſons 
admitted to that ſowing, and that the 
ſame hath bene fied alſo at all times, to 
the lame la wes of oꝛdination, befo:e - 
that firſt the loꝛd had con ſecrated to him 
ſelfe the leit N Ex od. 3. 2. and 19 
22. 
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22,and the 24.5. in whoſe fecd. after-. 
ward that Leuiticall paieſthood was oꝛ⸗ 
dained. almoſt with infinit teremonies. 
Ni m.. I 8. Therfoze then at the length 
began, that certaine t o2dinary o2der ot 
ſucceſſion 4 oꝛdination, that is, oł ſom⸗ 
ing, and ok thoſe vnto whom the charge 
of that ſowing was committed. UAhich 
ſucceſſion, and which maner of oꝛday⸗ 
ning, if befoꝛe that time the Church lac 
ked it, it is pꝛooued, that that oꝛdinaryx 
ſucceſſion and calling, hath neither bin 
alwaies necefſarp noꝛ continual, ſecing 
that the viſtble Churche ſtood ſo many. 
aͤges, befo2e both of them, | 
Pov let vs ſee, whether p Leniticall 

pꝛieſthod, hath cõtinued without inter⸗ 
ruption, euen vnto p cdming of Chꝛitt. 
In deed we read, the ſpꝛeding abꝛaod 
of A arons polkerity,cotinued vntill the 
oucrth2ow of the tẽple. But euen as we 
ſap, thogh Dauids ſtocke were not aboli⸗ 
ſhed, pet Daxids kingdome (euen as as 
monglt other the pꝛophets, ⁊echiel had 
foꝛetold) was bꝛoken of, frõ the dayes ol 
Sedichia, vnto Zorobabel,fro Whoſe tims 
in ſteed ol kings they were N 
; 4. a 
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at the lengthe (the ¶ money, taking all 
power vnto themſelues) Dauids poſteri⸗ 
ty, I ſap, in ſterde of Dukes became Se⸗ 
natoꝛs, vntill at laſt they being alſo ta⸗ 
ken awap by Hero: a foꝛrainer bozne, 
and [de being reduced to a Pꝛouinte, 
and ſo in fine a5 1 acoh had foretold (all go- 
nernment being taken from Jude a) Þ ſoane 
ol Dania ſpꝛang vp, to ſit in the th2one of 
Dauid foꝛ euer: So it appeareth, that all 
the Leuiticall pꝛieſthode, was not at 
once bꝛoken off, vntil (the eternal pꝛieſt⸗ 
hod of Melc biæędech ſucceeding)it was 
wholpaboliſhed. Foz, (to let paſſe thoſe 
publique miſeries and flaughters of the 
people, vnder the iudges, and eſpeciallp 
that time which is ſpoken of, in the frue 
laſt chapters ot the ſfo2y of the Judges, 
in which time it is euident that the pub⸗ 
like miniſtery was greatly decaied, and 
ſometimes almoſte aboliſhed) who will 
denp, that there was any true church, in 
the kingdome ol the ten tribes, from the 
time of l:roboam the firſt king, vnto the 
guerth20w of S. mariazand pet that there 
was no ſucteſtion, noꝛ oꝛdination of Le⸗ 
uitical pꝛieſthod amongſt them, appea⸗ 
* reth 
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reth by this,becauſe it is wꝛittẽ of Lexi, 
that he departed from p kingdome of the 
tea tribes:and by that ſame moſt heauy 
complaynt of Helia,, which is repoꝛted 
by the Apoſtle, Nom. 1 I. 2. foꝛ concerning 
that ry is repoꝛted afterwardes of 
thele hundꝛed pꝛophetes, hid in a caue. 
I. Ung g. 18. 13. it doth not pꝛooue, that 
there Was t. here, ane o2dinarpe mini⸗ 
ſterp. 

The abuerlaries will reply, that the 
godly I/raelitet went to Ieruſalem, and 
therekoꝛe, that they perteined to the Le⸗ 
uificall pꝛieſthode. Bee it ſo that ſome 
went, pet there was ſome true Churche 
then, in the kingdome of the ten tribes, 
not going to the Citie, nepther vſing the 
oꝛdinarpe ſacrifices, noꝛ reteining anye 
vſe ofthe Leuiticall pꝛieſthode. 


notwithſtanding colledges ol pꝛophets, 
and aſſemblies of Godly men alſo, at 
their appointed dayes , as appeareth 
namely gut ofthe 2. Kings. 4. 23, and 
therefoꝛe the o2dinary ſucceſſion ot the 
miniſterp, did not then ceale, And nep⸗ 
ther doe J conclude ont of this plate, 


that 


But agapne theſe men ſay,thephad . .. 
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that there was then no holy miniſtry in 1 
the kingdome of 7 Haell. But this one | 
"thing J gather , that the ſacceſſion | 

| 


of the Lexiticall miniſtry (which was 
- *the onely oꝛdinarpe minilterye) was 
then all togeather bꝛoken off, in the 
kingdome of // . Foz neither were 
the P2ophetes o2dained by the mini- 
frye of men, neither was their oꝛder 
tontinuall. 
Thep will againe reply, that an oꝛdi⸗ 
nary ſucceſſion may ceaſe, in particular 
Churches: but at no hand in the Catho⸗ 
lique church, that is to ſay,vninerſally: 
ſeeing that then alſd the temple conti⸗ 
nued in the kingdome of Id eh. But be- 
fide that, J can replie ont of the teſtimo 
nie ofthe Pꝛophetes, that Jab ſo be⸗ 
haued hir ſelfe, not onelp in maners, 
but alſo in the very wozſhippe of God, 
Ezech. 16. St. that obe inFified I ſraell bir ſelfe: and that 
' alfo the temple of the Loꝛde was ſhut 
vp vnder A4 anaſſes, after that if had 
beene imbꝛued, with the blood of the 
J220phefes : and that hozrible idolatry 
declared vnto Fgecbiel ina viſion:beſide 
thele things Ifay, a furthermoꝛe adde 
two 
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two other: one is, that if ſome particu⸗ 
lar Church may be a member of the ca- 
tholique Church (without the marke of 
ſucceſſion, and oꝛdinary oꝛdination) it 
neceſſarily followeth that thoſe notes, 
are not that, which the Tegitians ral pꝛo 
per, after the fourth ſoꝛt:that is to ſay,a * 
terme that alwapes agreeth vnto one 
kinde, and to euerp particular ofthe 
ſame kind, whereof we now demaund, 
and in deed doe iuſtly demand it, ſeeing 
the whole fozce of the definition, conſi⸗ 
ſteth p2operly, in the knowledgs of the 
difference. The other is, that if (which 
thing we haue ſhewed befoze) ſome 
parte of the Catholique Churche, may 
lacke that ſucceſſien, and ozdinary oꝛdi⸗ 
nation foz a tyme, it followeth that 
that thing mape fall out in all parti⸗ 
tular and ſeuerall Churches. F952 why 
ſhoulde it fall out to one, rather than 
to an other? But where this thinge 
ſhall fall out, in what generall thing 
J pape pou, mape a man finde that, 
which he wanteth not in all and eue⸗ 
rie ſingular parte of the ſame? 


But 
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But tcaſt theſe men ſhould agayn cry 
out,that yet that thing hath not failcn, 
which might haus fallen out. Let vs 
Pace further, and let vs conſider, 

hat the ſtate of the Cotholike Church 
was, vnder the captiuitie of Babilon. Ue- 
rely thele men ſhall neuer pꝛwue, that 
there was then any oꝛdinary miniſtery 
of the Leuites Fo2 the fable of S/ anne 
is confutcd,out of the true ſto2y of Dani- 
el, ſo thaf.it mult be a narration either 
fabulotis,o2 meerely allegoꝛicall: euen 
as alſo the boke of ſ«dith is. And though 
Fzechiel ſometimes in ſome place, exer⸗ 
ciſed the office of a Pꝛophete (as it is 
manifeft by his Pꝛophecies) vet by that 
it ſhall at no hande bee pꝛoued, that the 
Leuititall Pꝛieſth ode was not diſcon⸗ 

tinued. 
But thou wilt ſap, Cirtumtition then 
tontinued. J graunt it, foꝛ this was the 
ſinguler benefite of God:euen as Satan 
could not (in our time, and in the time 
of our Fathers) bꝛing to paſſe, but that 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme ſhoulde re- 
mayne. But the ſclie ſame Circumciſi⸗ 
on was not vſcd thoſe loꝛty yeeres, bes 
ing 
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ing the time of their wandering in the 
wildernes, where notwithſtanding ik 
the Catholike Church were not, it was 
no where. Seing therefoze the Churche 
may ko2 a time want ſome ſacraments, 
truely this part of the publique mint- 
ſterpe, is not abſolutely, the perpetuall 
and neceſſary marke of the Churche: 
which thing vet cannot be ſayde, ok the 
feede of the wo2d it ſelfe, fo2 the patent 
it ſelfe of a couenaunt, is another thing, 

than the ſeale put to the patent it ſelfe: 
{ that the church, may foꝛ a time lacke 


this, bp reaſon of many letts caſt in the 


wap: but that, to wit, the woꝛde, it can 
never lacke, although he that viſpiſeth 
that, to wit the Sacrament, deſpiſeth 
both, and thereſoꝛe ſhall wozthily bes 
iudged out of the Lovenant, 
| What then? truely the Church, can 
neither at any tune lack the ſerds of the 
Woꝛd, neither the owing, no2 the ſows 
ers: but pet the ſluggiſhneſſe and wic⸗ 
kednes of the Pao2s chicfly hindereth, 
that we cannot reſtraine both the ſow⸗ 
ing and the ſowers to an oꝛdinarie ſucs 
teſlion and calling. And this n 
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leth out ,by two meanes, By one, when 
the chay2es oꝛ places be not empty, but 
they which ſit in them, haue entred in, 
either by the doꝛe, oꝛ by the window, 
and do either wholly neglect their du⸗ 
tie, oꝛ mingle cockell with ſeed, oꝛ els 
ſowe nothing but popſon: as ſuch was 
the ſtate of p ancient catholique church, 
vnder the moſte parte of the vacant go⸗ 
uernments of the tudges: afferwards in 
tuda vnder the mofte of p kings, and at 
the length, in the times of Chꝛiſt being 
conuerſant vpõ the earth. By the other, 
— wheas that ozdinary both ſowing, and 
alſo o2dinary calling of ſowers ceaſeth, 
being fo2 a time as it were, mo2c than 
halfe dead foꝛ we doe not acknowledge 
that theſe things, can all together be a⸗ 
boliſhed befo2e the ende of the wo2lde) 


and luch was, as we haue ſapd, the out» 


warde fozme and face of the Church of 
the tenne Tribes, and of the Catcho⸗ 
lique Church, in the captimitie of Baby's 
0. 
J ſap therefoꝛe, that lhe very ſame 
thing, bath ſome times thoꝛob the iult 
iudgrment of God, fallen aut in tho 

Chur ch, 
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Churche , inreſpect ofthe ſowing, and 
the ſowers, which often times falleth 
out in the times of famine and warre, 
to wit, that there is vttcrly no place fo: 
ſowing. Which when it cometh to palle 

al do not pet die, but the hunger ſtaruen 
that remaine, are relieued, by the fruits 
gathered in the harueſt of the ſoꝛmer 
peares, euen as heretofoꝛe, in the times 
| pf loſepb, the Fgiptiaus did ſow nothing, 
but in the very ſeuenth yeare of the fas 
mine. So it behcouedD aniell, E ec hiell. 
Zorobabell, Era, Ne ht mia, and the rem⸗ 
naunt of the godly in Babylon, when an 
oꝛdinarp miniſtrp was wanting. fo be 
Pꝛophetes and PaTo2s vnto them⸗ 
ſelues, iopning with moſt feruent pꝛai⸗ 
ers the tontinuall reading and medi⸗ 
tation of the holy ſcriptures, as in that 
ſio2y, we reade to haue bene done, vn⸗ 
leſſe we woulde rather ſap, that Moſes 
and the other Pꝛophetes ( whoſe w2y- 
tinges were then extant. although they 
them ſelues were dead long a goe) were 
notwithſtanding their Paſtoꝛs in this 
exile, vntill the L022 in his time, ſhould 
haue mercy bon Jon. 
But 
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But amongeſt theſe bꝛeaches of the 

Tha the Church, there is pet muche difference. 
mukofluc- Foz where the Paſto2s doe their duties 
©1.--: Pnely negligently,o2 elſe offendonly in 
vocation, is manners,neuertheles the double mark 
nor aboli· Of the Church, which is oꝛdinary and to 
ſhed,by e- he ſeen, remayneth. Bp the double mark 
uery faulr of the Church J mean. the ſeed, and p ſo⸗ 
dur in ie wing, and allo o2dinafion, if ſo bee that 
miniſter, theſe Paſtoꝛs, although negligent, bee 
notwithſtanding lawfully called. And if | 
they mingle only ſome icauen, 7 he lea- 

wen is tobe taken beede off, but the palfo:s 
notwithſtanding are to be hard, ſo farre 
fooꝛth, as they ſit vppon the chapꝛe, not 

of Peter, but of Chꝛiſt:neither doth ſuch 
a congregation, theretoꝛe ceaſſe, to bee 
deemed as a member of the Catholique 

Churche, (02 els the Catholigue viſible 
. Church is no where) alfhongh perhaps 
no other. but uegligent Paſtoꝛs, cozrupt 
in maners, and mixing ſome leauen, be 

found thꝛoughout all the whole wo2lve. 
Such were in the times of Chꝛiſte, the 
Phariſees and Savuces, and the Doc⸗ 
to2s of the Lawe, whoſe Leauen hee 
Mach. 16.5. n mut bee auo n pet hee 
| com- 
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tommaun deth to bee hearde, So long ds Vat. 23. 2.3. 


they ſit in Moſes Chaire, But this plate 
peraduenture, is not of every one dili⸗ 
gently inoughe marked: foꝛ it is to bee 
noted, oute of other plates, that the 
wꝛitinges of Moſes, and of the Pꝛo⸗ 
phetes, were reade bee piccemeale in 
the Synagogues, Which thing, the 
Sections noted, euen at this tape, bya 
true oꝛder in the Hebre we Bybles, doe 
| declare; Nobwe, vnto this pure and ſin⸗ 
tere reading, was added an interpꝛeta⸗ 
tion, full of Leauen: of which ſoꝛte arc 
theſe pointes which eſpectallye in M a= 
the w are plentifully-confufed by Chꝛiſt. 
Therekoꝛe Chꝛiſt commanndeth thofe 
thinges to bee heard out of the Pulpik, 
which were by cuſtome, ſyncerely re⸗ 


cited out of Moſes and the Pꝛophetes, | 


in the Spnagogues: but the Leanen, | 
wherewith they did coꝛrupt, the puritye 
of Dottrine, to be eſchewed. So it is not 
to bee daubted, but that that out warte 
Wozlhippe in the Temple, was in the 
times of Chꝛiſte, diligentty exertiſed 
without Jvolatry , which alſo Godly 
men did diligentlpe perlourme, al- 

| F though 
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though the right vſe of the ſacrifices, 
and of the whole lawe, was vtterly de⸗ 
ſtroped by the iuſticiarie Phariſees, and 
by the Sxduces, which denied the reſur 
rection,thatis to ſay, the chiefe ende of 
ſacrifices. What maner of marchandize 
of high pꝛieſtes office, there was then, 
and that againſte the pꝛeſcript of the 
lawe, appeareth by hiſtoꝛpes. But this 
fault of perſons, in fo great confuſion of 
thinges, did not aboliſhe the very facts 
of the pꝛieſthode, which did depend, not 
vpon the pꝛieſt, but vpon the oꝛdinance 
of God. Foꝛ there is ſome certain mean 
thing betweenc men meerely pꝛpuate, 
and men lawfully called: to wit, when 
as ſome (exertiſing the place of thoſs 
that be lawfully called) are either tho⸗ 
row ignoꝛaunce, oꝛ thoꝛow winking at 
them, boꝛne with al:and in their name 
execute ſome publique office „ as. we 
read, that if was oꝛdayned in the lawe 
of the Nom ans, concerning one Barbari- 
us Philippus, of which matter we haue 
in an other place ſpoken nivze fullpe. 
Therefoꝛe the Church in deed retayned 
ym that in Phariſticme and Sadu⸗ 

| ciiſme) 
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ciſme)hir note, both of Gods ſeed,andin 
ſome ſoꝛt alſo, of the very ſowing there- 
_ of, although it were ſome what defa- 
ted, and pet nepther Phariſijſme no: 
Sadutijſme, was a parte of the ſound 
Charch. 

But as often as cuen openly, the 1a the Ro- 
chapꝛe of truth is vtterlp deſtroped, ſo mich church 
that on the one five ſyncere bꝛeade is ſucha one 
not pꝛopounded vnto vs, ſo that a man 3 0. 
mape retceiue it: and on the other ſide, ee 
ſome Keauen, is fo ſet befoꝛe vs, that à al the ee 
man may not reiect it, but popſons are ofthe true 
dꝛunke fo men vnwillingof the ſame, Carholique 
who will account the congregation of A 
| theſe Tlolues ( o2 of thoſe which: fols ft 1c71ceq 
lowe them) fo2 the true eyther Catho⸗ oncly, but 
lique oz particular Churche. Now J cuen vtterly 
affirme, that the Popedome, that is to taken away, 
ſaic , the Churche of Nome (as at this 0 bee 
daie they call it) hath by little and Apoll. 
little growen to be ſuche a one, Sec- | 
ing that thoſe thinges beeing in deed 
ſulfplled, which both Paule I. T heſ[alo- 
vians 2. And alſo 1» in the diſcrip- 
tion of the Image of the beaſte, haue 
now ſo many peares paſte; ſet befoze 
. 2 our 


i Church, is not let fo2th vnto the people, 
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dur eyes fo behold:and the auncient fa⸗ 
thers, both Greeke and Latin interpꝛe⸗ 
ters, [ rene, Cbjiſoitome, Hierome, Augu- 
nne, ;ecla and Cardinall Cuſan bimſeite 
alſo, haue interpꝛeted the ſame of the 
ſeat of Rome. Fo2 which of thoſe thꝛee 
markes of the catholique Church ( wher 
ol we haue ſhewed, that one of the onc⸗ 
ly is vnmoueable and perpetuall, the o⸗ 
ther we haue declared alſo to be ſome 
time diſcontinued) remaineth in the po⸗ 
piſh Church? Foz to ſpeake firſt of that 
Ser perpitunti.and abſolutly neteſ⸗ 
ſarp marke, that is, the holy woꝛd wꝛi⸗ 
ten, ſeeing that that is in the popiſhe 


but toꝛne in ſundꝛp pretes, and that alſo 
in a ſtrange tongue:and further, ſeeing 
that their ſhameleſneſſe hath pꝛoceeded 
fo far, that they can not beare the ſame 
to be turned, into vulgare t tt mon ſpe⸗ 
ches, neither pet indure, that the Lin 
interpꝛetation being barbarous, and in 
many places ſalſe, ſhoulde be amended, 
by the Hebrue and,Greek copies, is there 
any man, vnleſſe he be by the iuſt iudge⸗ 
ment of God eluded that will iudge 


theſe 
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thcſe men, to be the Catholique Church 
(in which onely there is ſaluat ion) and 
not rather take it fo be that 8b ylon, ut 


of which all, that will not periſh ought 
to depart? But ſome amongſt them ſay. 
We do not onely receiue the woitinges 
of the Pꝛophetes and Apoſtles, but allo. 
recetue them, and in deed receiue them 
moꝛe large, than pee receiue them: Fox 
foz one and two places ſake, they ad the 
bokes which are Apocripha. As though 
in deed to haue boks decked with gold 
and p2ccious ſtones, to woꝛſhip papers 
traſfoꝛmed into idols, to ſingin a ſtrũge 
tongue, parcels toꝛn in ſund:y petces, oꝛ 
to hang them about the necke, oꝛ to vſe 
them in magical inchantments, be the 
ſame, that it is to teach the wꝛitings of 
the Pꝛophets & Apoſtles.and by theſe to 
direct, the whole ſeruice ok God, and to 
be ſhoꝛt, hy theſe to oꝛder, the Whole life 
of man. 

But againe they ſape we haue every 
ſunday ſermons, and the readinges alſo. 


and homelies of the Doctoꝛs: and to be 
ſho:t, admonitions (as they call them) 
in pariches Pea. haue truly. But when 


1 What 


— 
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what maner ones, of whome, and to 
what end are they had: 

Now, to compꝛeheond all thinges in a 
few woꝛds, ſeeing there be thꝛee wapes 
of coʒruptingthe holy boks of ſeripture, 
one is, when ſome thing is taken away 
from the:the ſecond is, when ſome thing 
is added to them: the third, when ſome 
thing is changed in them. Mho at the 
length ſeeth not, that theſe men are cõ⸗ 
— as guilty of lo many loztes of 

: That I map beginne with the abo. 
That vnw uten woꝛd, which they haue 
deuiſed # wil haue to be » chifcſt part of 
Pleruice of God, x that authoꝛitp which 
theytake to theſelues, to make lawcs to 
bynd mens conſciences, by what name 


Hal we call it? Now, haue they not vt- 


terly blotted out. without anp chune, p 
ſetond com mandement, to the ende they 
might openly and manifeſtly, renew al 
Rind of wolatrie, while they haue chan- 
ged the names onely of ancient Idols? 
Haue they not opp:ctſcd the miſerable. 
conſciences of Chulſtians. both by new 
rer repugef ant traditions? and 
: vnder 
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vnder that cloake , H axe they not dewon- Mat, 23. 14. 
red widowes bouſes "onch ( as in times paſt 

the Phariſees did): but alſo haue ſwal- 

lowed vp empires and kingdomes? To 

be ſhoꝛte, haue they not ouerthꝛowen 

from the very foundations, the vlc and 

end of the law? 

And in the Goſpell ( the other and the 
chiefeſt part of Gods wo2d) what haue 
they left ſound? Firſt, what maner ok 
Ch ꝛiſt do they ſet fo2th vnto vs: verely, 

a chꝛiſt now in deed indued with a body 
without a body? do they pꝛopound him, Cor. 1. zo. 
as he which was made of God vnto vs Wiſe- | 
dome? Pea foꝛ ſooth, ſo far as he helpeth 
our natural light. Do ther pꝛopoũd him 
as dur whole righteouſneſle? foꝛ ſwth ſo 
farre as this thing is attributed to vs, 
who are therto pꝛepared, partly of our 
ſelues, and partly by grate, that the re⸗ 
ward of eternall life, map, by deſert be 
aſcribed onto the deſeruinges of oure 
rightecuſncſfe, But what ik our one 
deſeruinges be not ſufficient? Uerely, | 
the deſeruings of ſome certaine ſaints 
( whoſe treaſure is not pet in deede 
deawen dꝛie) purchaſed by a certayne | 


4 pics 
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pꝛite at y hand of theſe b2okerz,ſhal be 
added vnto vs. And the merites of what 
ſaints J beſech vou, do they let foꝛthvn⸗ 
to vs: ſurely, ſuch as the Biſhoppes of 
Rome them ſelues, ſhal put into their ca- 
lender, and ſuch as eucry one ſhal chuſe 
to him ſelfe foꝛ Patrones and interteſ⸗ 
ſoꝛs. But doe they pꝛopound Chꝛiſt as 
our ſanctificationspea foz ſooth againe, 
ſo far as he augmenteth the remnants 
of our naturall holineſſe. Doe they pꝛo⸗ 
pound him, as our onely redemption: in 
deed they doe it in woꝛde, but perfoꝛme 
nothing leſſe in deed. Koꝛ they ertept p 
ſatiſfation of puniſhment, whichbeing 
granted, they make God himſelfe molt 
vniuſt. Foꝛ whatis moꝛe wicked, than 
to require of him, which is not in fault, 
ſatiſfaco:y of puniſhmẽts? And to what 


ende bath the Lorde borne our ſiunts vppon 
Eſai. 53. 4· f. the tree ꝛto what end bath our chaſtiſnent 
rested vpon lum: But now, ſeeing we are 
com? to thoſe ſatiſfactions, doe they not 
molt manifeſtly mocke with God and 
men, when they teach, that in the ſpꝛin⸗ 
kling of coniured water, in fapers,in 
cle, in 1 the ſigne of the crolle, 

in 
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in chaxce of meates, in the murmur ing 
vp alſo of cerfaine pꝛapers not vnder⸗ 
ſtod, in the pꝛaiers ot counterfeit ſaints 
fo the moſt part in the woꝛchipping of 
images, in the ringing of bels, in a cer⸗ 
taine kinde of apparel alſo, and that af- 
ter death ſuche (atiſfacions doe conſiſt⸗ 
what moꝛe:? O the moſte abhominable 
wickedneſſe that hath at any time bene 
committed of anp man ) in the very real 
offering ol Chꝛiſt him ſelf foꝛ the quick 
and the dead, which is therfo2e ſo —— 
the moꝛe effectuall, as they ſap by how 
muche it is the moꝛe often reiterated, 
but in deed, is an open 4 maniteſt trea⸗ 
ding vnder foot, of the ſacrifice, made 
once fa2 vs:when they teach J ſap, that 
ſatiſfaction fo2 the puniſhment of fins, 
may be bought at they2 hands, both fo2 
vs that liue , and alſo foz them that be 
dead, ſcoꝛched in that their fier ol pur · 
gatoꝛp: &lhat maner ot thing therefo2e 
is this Goſpell 2 And what manner of 
Chꝛiſte is this of the Komiſhe Pope- 
dome 2 Who alſo perceiueth not, by the 
conference ot the woꝛd of god, that theſe 
men, by their doctrine of Opus operatum, 


that 
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that is of the woꝛke wꝛought, haue o- 
uerthꝛowen all the vſe of ſacraments? 
That J may ſape nothing of the de⸗ 
fkroying-of the trueth of Cheiſte his 
bodpe, of his Aſcention into heauen, 
and ok the article ok his deſcending out 
of heauen. And that by the opinion of 
Tranſubſtantiation, they haue oucr- 
thꝛowen the definition of a Dacra- 
ment! And that they haue polluted the 
Hacrament of Baptiſme, with inft- 
nite toꝛruptions? And that they haue 
taken awape, euen at the firſte, one 
Element of the upper ok the Loꝛde⸗ 
And whilſt that after warde by a mo2e 
than abhominable wickednelie(chaun- 
ging that Dacrament, into that dete⸗ 
ffable pꝛopitiatoꝛie Sacrifice ) they 
haue vtterlpy taken awape, all that 
holy action, and therefoꝛe openip haue 
by violence pulled away the ſcale of the 
couenant of the new Teſtament:? To 
be ſhoꝛte, that they haue, by as many 
falle Sacraments, as it pleaſed them 
to deuiſe, taken to them ſelnes, the au⸗ 
thozitie of Jeſus Thule, cure onely 
571 gpuer * What ms 

LIE 


Notes:of the Catholique Church. 
Gods worde, haue not theſc men coꝛ⸗ 


rupted, oꝛ rather cleane taken awap⸗ 
And then where is that onelp, true, 


perpetuall and neceſſarye marke ot 
the Catyoltque Churcye 2 Where is 
that Drede , whiche beeing taken a⸗ 
way , the ſp:rading of the Church allo 


vppon earth, muſte needes be taken a⸗ 


wax: dies 


„Nobo, it the queltinn bes; touching) 
that Eccleſiatticall; gouernement(thaf; | 
J may ſpeake ſome what moꝛe fully? 


of this matter, than heretofoꝛe I haue 


done) what Il befecrhe you, can a man 
finde, in the Popilhe cleargie, but that 


Image ofthe beaſi: Hath not this high 


Biſhoppe ſucceeded the other high By ⸗ 
Hoppe of Nome, which was wont to be 
therin the hyꝛe of the Gentiles?: Whab 
ſay I: Path nat that Romiſhe Popes: 
ſuatched to him ſelke, (by occupying | 
nowe at the laſte, and in ſome ages 
here to ſoge, by ſittinge in Nome) the 
verpe name, and all the authozitie 
of the verie Emperour of Rome? Fu: 
the thinges whiche pet remapne 
theſe, beeing Reliques not ſo n | 

Ol 
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of the Romaine empire.as of py German 
kingdIme and gouernment .. what are 
they moꝛe I p2ay you, but a bare ſhewe 
and name, nat onelp becauſe, the empe- 
rours themſelues doe of their owne ac⸗ 
coꝛdʒ at this day, woꝛſhip the keet ol this 
beaſt, but alſo; becauſe, he ſuffereth, not 
ſo much as one of his falſe cleargie, to 
be ſubiect, to any ſecular power, as they 
call it? vea rather who perteiueth not, 
this wicked fellow, not contented, with 
this fogreat wickedneſſe.tobe the very 
fame perſon, whom Paul fore toldsbould 
ſit (afterthe empire of None was de- 
fkroycd ) In the temple of Gd, and exalt 
him ſelfe;abane all that is called God? Fox 
is not this he, that openly affirmeth, 
that he muſte bee 4udged of no man, 
no not ot the Aungeltes ? Who (if his 
ite be giuen him) boaſteth that he can 
open both heauen and hell? who at his 
pleaſure openly bꝛeaketh all lawes both 
of God and men:? who alſo moꝛe than 
once, with in theſe few peares, hath vn⸗ 
done lawes eſtabliſhed by nature it 
ſelfe: which wickedneſſe alſo the pꝛo⸗ 


phane city of Rome in time here to 15 
8 in 
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(in the raigne of clardius the emperoꝛ) 
abhozred 2 who hath ſold euen fo2 a far⸗ 
thing thoſe very canons, whoſe name 
was wont, to make aFraive thet igno⸗ 
rant people. | 

And as fo2 thoſe purpled Cardinals, 
what other thing are they, than an J- | 
mage, not of » auncient ſenate of Nome, 
but of that ſenate which ſerued the em⸗ 
peroꝛs, and deuiding the gouernement 
betweene them: but who is lo ignoꝛant 
of the ſtate of Rome, that doth not per⸗ 
teiue, that that diſtribution of gouern⸗ 
ments, is a picture of p empire of Nome 
ouerthꝛown, which thing alſo the Bi⸗ 
ſhops of Ryme themſelues. and the wꝛi⸗ 
ters that be addicted to them, do wits | 
nelle: and as concerning other ertleſia⸗ 
ſcicall feincfions, ſuch as they were oꝛ⸗ 
da ined of Chꝛiſt by his Apoſtles, what 
doth there remaine among them, but 
moſt vapne names and bare titles: oꝛ 
the offite of a biſhop, which in the begin 
ning, that is, while the Churche floꝛi⸗ 
ſhed, was (as Hierome alſo witneſſeth ) 
noth ing els, but the office of an elder, 
whilſt cuen immediatip after the 9 


RY 
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of the Apoſtles, it pꝛocceded fo thoſe 
heights of dignities (oꝛ as they them 


bane beſoꝛe ſpokt̃) is now a good while 
ago, wholly vaniſht awape amongeſt 

Nowe what is it with them to bee a 
miniſker? Is it to be appointed to ſeede 
ſome flocke? As it to haue p duerſight of 
manners, and to beare rule in the Cen⸗ 
ſires of the Church? No ii deede, but to 
haue aucthoꝛitie to offer Chꝛiſt agapn? 
Whaf1s it to bee a Deacon? Is it to 
take charge of the godes of the Church, 
and righty to diſpence them to the mi⸗ 


niſters, and the pooꝛe, and to render an 


account of that which is recetued and 
layde out: Fye, fie, fo2 this (ertept al- 
wats the yelding of accounts) is rather 
the onely chiele and common office, to 
all of the whole Popith clergie, 4 ſpeci⸗ 
ally of the Pope himniſelfe: and that fo o⸗ 
penly and ſo carefully indeede, oꝛ coue- 
tonſly rather exertiſed, that they exact, 


(euen of thoſe that bee decade manye 


peeres befoꝛe) agreate Tribute, and, 
vnto them that be aline , they doe not 
? frees 


ſelues lpeake) pꝛelacies, (of which we 


f 
( 
0 
t 


f 
| 
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freely giue anpe thing, though neuer 


ſo little. Therefoze there is no ſuche, 
epther Byſhoppe oꝛ Piniſter among 
them, as the apoſtle alloweth of: and 
as fo2 Deacons, not ſo muche as one 
at all , And yet theſe bee the men, 


that obierte vnto vs, the ſucceſſion of 


the Apo «> And it ſo bee, that that 
one olde Canon ſo oftcn times repea⸗ 


ted in the aunciente @pnodes , and: 
altogether aurecable fo the wooꝛde 
of God, did pꝛeuaile, to wit, that that. 
oꝛdination which is boughte by mo⸗ 
ney (that J may ent the peincipall 
parts of a iutt eccleſiaſtical calling, that 


is to ſap, trial and election, ioined with 


the free conſent of the whole Churche, 
which are wholly aboiiſhed by them, 


ik a man conſider the thing it ſelle,) 


ſhould be iudged J ſap, altogether void, 
what marke of A poſtolicall oꝛdination, 
ſhall there hee founde amongſt theme 
vnleſſe happelye they meane , that 
it is one and the ſelfe ſame thing, to 
mocke at the oꝛder inffituted by the 
Apolties „and to keepe that _ 
dili⸗ 
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diligently, Which hath beene deliuered 
frb hand to hand: and vnleſſe they wold 
pꝛwue, that la wfull and turrant toyne, 
were to be knowen- from toüunterfeit 
monp, by the bare image, grauen vpon 
tt, and not rather, vy the matter it ſelfe, 
eſperially as often as, theylhewe the 
ſame image to both parties. 

To be ſhoꝛt therefoꝛe, what maner of 
one is that Catholique church, in which 
in ſteed of true Chꝛiſt, a moſt falle idoll, 
at leaſt wiſe, in reſpect of his office, is 
— where in ffeed of Gods pure 
wo2d, partly the traditions of men, and 
partly, the traditions of the Deuill are 
plated:and where alſo in fteed of ſucteſ⸗ 
ſion; x Apoſtolitall oꝛdination, nothing 
hath plate all moſt but moſt manifeſt 
and deteſtable, euen to the Deuill him 
ſelfe as it were, both bying and ſelling 
of ſcules redermed by the blod of Chzilk, 
in ſo muche that they woulde haue it to 
be attounted, an vnlawfull thinge to 
fearche info theſe matters, pra ſo farre 
haue they pꝛoceded that they would c6- 
demne men (though their cauſe be not 
heard) pf high treaſon agaiuſt God and 
man 
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man, wheras on the other ſideifa man 
ſhould graunt theſe things, thereſhold 
be nothing ſo wicked, ſo blaſphemons 
and ſo hoꝛrible fo be thought, which a 


man might not with their god leaue ? 


liking, think, ſpeak, and wzite. 


But ( theſe men wil ſay)althongh we 


were nothing leſſe, than we will ſerme 


to be, doth it followe that the nameok 
Catholique Church, which pee take fröõ 


vs. doth agree vnto your Churches: o 


now a long time agoe deſired triall to 
be made, by the matter it ſelfe, if their 
bare deniall may be accepted. Me ther⸗ 
foꝛe affirme,that the thꝛee notes of the 
Catholique Church (to wit, the ſeeds of 
the wꝛitten woꝛde, and the right and 
la wfull Ecclefiaſficall calling and ſut⸗ 
teſlion, all which we haue reſtoꝛed, are 
in our poſſeſſion, and ſtand on our ſide, 
Theſe things they ſtoutly deny. In deed 


verely. Wherefo2e we haue in vapne 


That out 
Churches 
haue all the 
true markes 
of the Ca- 
tholique 
Church, and 
ſpecially the 
pure vvarde 
of God. 


this controuerſie cannot be decided in a 


few woꝛds, neither do J at this pꝛeſent 
goe about it. But that which J had ta⸗ 
ken in hand to pꝛwue, J hope J haut 


perfourmed, to wit, that the falſe and 


G coun⸗ 


iz, the wꝛitings of the Þ2 ophcts and A- 
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counterfeit notes of the Church, which 
they alleaged, areſifficiently confuted, 
and the true notes of the Churche ſet 
foꝛth and appꝛooued. 

Foz it is one thing, to diſpute of thoſe 
markes, which they are, and another to 
diſpute, who haue them, Potwithſtan⸗ 
ding, becauſe J haue in few woꝛdes de⸗ 
clared, that they haue not thoſe marks, 
this thing alſo I map now ſpeake, that 
we haue at leaſt, two very waighty con 
tectures , which make foꝛ vs agaynſte 
them:to wit, that in diſcerning and tri⸗ 
png of opinions, we ſtay our ſelues, vp⸗ 
pon the only wꝛitten woꝛd of God, that 


poſtles ⁊ and that we require the inter⸗ 
pꝛetation of it, by the onelp conference 
of plates, and pꝛopoꝛtion of the articles 
ol fayth. either do we refuſe the wꝛi⸗ 
tinges ot anp.either old oꝛ new authoꝛ, 
ſoy they may be examined, by the rules 
aloꝛe ſapd; by Gods woꝛde, and the pꝛo⸗ 
poz tion of faith, But what theſe me lob⸗ 


ſuffr ly appeareth. 
2 ag i the n of ſutcceſſion and 
TITTIES oꝛdi⸗ 


iett againſt theſe vpꝛight requeſtes, it 
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oꝛdination, they haue thought that not 


many yeares agoc,thep haue found out, That our 


7 1 C Churches, 
a mo2e certain reaſon to diſpute againſt e. 


Apoſtolicall 
ſucceſſion. 


vs, Fo2 they demaund euen with great 
loftineſſe and pzide, that we ſhoulde 
ſhew them, whom they haue ſucceeded, 
which in our times haue eſtabliſhed 
dur Churches, as though we were no 
better able, to ſhew our oꝛiginal, thã the 
Donatiſtes coulde theirs. Ne aunſwere 
that the doctrine which we defend,hath 
(euen from the time of the Apoſtles, al⸗ 
though hereſtes haue aſſaulted if, 4 the 
Romith falſe biſhops, and others, made 
dꝛunke by v harlot, haue by al p means 
thep could, and that foꝛ the ſpace of cer 
taine yeres polluted it) continued notw 
ſtanding, euen vntill our times, à ſhall 
tontinue, euen to the end ol ß woꝛld:and 
that about 200 peeres ſince this light 
of the Goſpell began againe, (and that 
thozow the ſingular godnes of God) in 
d weſt to apeare,out of y) filth of poperp. 
t thole hidde places, into which theſemẽ 
had thzuſt if, vntill p cãdelſticks, which 
were take away. were ſet again in their 
places, æ by that means the clect people 


of 


— ſ — — — — 


2. The. a. 7. 


ſeth in his time to haue beene begun, was 
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of God, did from all quarters flaw to⸗ 


gether vnto the ſa yd truth. 

But as concerning the ſucceſſion of 
the holy Nee ſap, that that mi- 
ſtery of iniquity (which the Apoflle witneſ 


not accompliſhed, but in ſome pꝛoceſſe x 
length of time, and therfoze Þ that old 


Church of Rome became, t that but by 


little & lifle,of Apoſtolical, Apoſtatical. 
that is fallen from the truth: and we af; 
firme that other Churches (as it is eui⸗ 
dent by hiſtoꝛies) did not ſtraightwaies 
fall away from the foundation, but the 
verelp, when as in the church, the falſe 
bilhop, and ſonne of perdition in deed, tal⸗ 
ling him ſelfe the bninerſall head of the 
Church) did at the length, x alt himſelfe 
a houe all that is called God. And that this 
was don when the kings and Pꝛintes, 
pea, and the very Paſtoꝛs them ſelues, 
in other countries, being bewitched by 


this harlot, had ſubmitted them ſelues 


to the fect of Antichrift. Now, when, 
by what degrees and ſleights that hath 
bene bꝛought to paſſe, cannot elſe wher 


| be better not only known, but euen per 


ceiued 
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teiued almoſt by the very eyes, than by 
the very liues of the biſhops the ſelues, 
declared by god and ſufficient wziters: 
p euents and falling out of things iuſt⸗ 
lpe agrreing with the foꝛetellinges of 
b Apoltles, and 5 expoſitions of the lear 
ned, both ancient, and alſo certaine new 
waiters , which our very aduerſaries, 
dare not refuſe,in fo much that y which 
the Apoſtle heretofoꝛe ſpake of his mi⸗ 
niſtry, t bat bis Goſpell was had in deed fro 
them that sbould perish, & home the God 
of this world had blinded, t hat the light of 
the Goſpel of the glory of Cbriſt should not 
bine vpon tbem, the ſame we may now 


molt truely affirme of this wicked An⸗ 


2 Cor.4. 24. 


tichziſtian ſinck,faining oꝛ pꝛetending 


the name of the Catholique Churche. 


Therefoꝛe we haue next after the apo⸗ 


ſtles, foꝛ ſucceſſoꝛs, thoſe very right iud⸗ 
ging paſtozs, not onely of the Roman 


church, but of other chyrches alſo, whoſe 
ſucceſſion (beeing b2oken of by theſe 
wolues «+ tirants) we haue begun tho- 


row Gods godnes at the laſt to reſto:e: 


ſo farre of is it, either that we are deſti⸗ 
tute ok the lawful argument of ſucceſſi⸗ 
0 on, 


- 
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on, oꝛ that they ſhoulde bee able to al- 
leageany Apolfolicall ſucceſſion. 

That he Thereloꝛe ſay theſe men, where was 
Cacholique that Catholique viſible Church, aboute 
— two hund2ed yeres paſt? Chꝛiſt himſelf 
ſome relpect makꝰth anſwere fo2 vs, that it hath bin 
asyeris,in heretofdꝛe, and as pet in ſome reſpecte 
the Pope- 18, in the bandes of tbe wicked buſbande— 
dome thogh men, who themſelues, ſlew: tbe ſer⸗ 
the Pope- gauntes of tbe Lorde, being ſent vato them, 
pn; and with all, as mac h as tbey coulde, euen 
lique church the Sonne himſelfe, heeing c aft oute of the 
nor any part Vineyard: and in ſteode of him, they haue 
thereof, placed A Ch Alt in wo2ds, wher with thei 
Math. 21. 33. mocke the people, but in deede every: 
37 one, euen the wickedſt of theire owne 

ſoꝛt, that they can oꝛ could get. But it 
is well, that neyther the eternall kec- 
per ot that vine, can againe in derde be 
caſts out, neither could againe be llaine. 
who liueth vnto God, and who alſo 
nowe againe appearing , hath begun, 
ta lette out that Uinepard, to god and 
faithfull hulbandmen, Paule alſo aun⸗ 
ſwereth in dure bchalfe , foꝛetelling 
that which wee ſ# fulfilled; To wit, 
that that wicked one, choulde v/arpe to 


bim 
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bim ſelf the Temple of the Lorde, vntill the 2. Tbeſ. 3. 4: 


Lorde sboulde ag ayne diſcouer him. Iobn 
alſo aunſweretb that that woman, hauing 
lately brought foorth bir Childe , batb 
togeat ber with hir Childe, layen bidden in 
tbe wilderueſſe, free from the Dragon; 
who truifcd to, and vſed alſo, and was euen 
45 it were vphelde with the power of 
Kinges and Princes: And that that bo- 
Cite, hath in the meane time conti 
nued ſure, not for a ſmale time , but for | 
two and forty monetbes, or a thonſand two 
hundred and ſixty dayes , But we leaue 
the acccount of thoſe dapes to Harper 
witted men: we vrge onely the matter 
it ſelfe, Therefoꝛe, to ſpeake plainely, 
we ſap, that ſo long as that great Mi- 
chaell did appeare by little and little, 
killing that Dꝛagon with the Cwo2de 
of his woꝛde ( which hee hath agapne 
committed to hisfaythfull ſeruauntes) 
o2 with the ſpirite of his mouth, that ſo 
long the Catholique Churche, (that is 
to ſaye, euery number though neuer ſa 


ſmal, of ſuch as helde faſt both the per⸗ 
ſonne, and alſo the office of the true 
Che) laye hidde in the ülthineſſes 
4 


of 
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of the Romiſh Babylon, whileſt p wicked 
one with his angels, vlurping the ſeate 
1 miniſterp, and the harlot that ſate 
pon the ſeuen hilles, did make p wozld 
. with her dꝛeggs. 


ought always to be viſible. 
To this, if I ſhall aunſ were, that the 
true Church indeed, hath alwaies beene 


the conſiſteth, of true viſible members, 


in what and that it is not a counterfayte thing: 
ſenſe the 


» rn as it hath outward and euident marks: 
fible, 


andalſo that it is viſible ſo farre fozth, 


t vet not in ſuch ſoꝛte viſible: as though 
they that embzace true religion, ſhould 
always ſo agree, that enery man might 
pointe out with this finger, both who 
they are, and where they are-:4f J ſape 

* Jhhallaunſwere this, IJ ſhall indeede 
ſpeake, as the matter is, and that which 
haue a little befoꝛe, by reaſons and 
r declared. But I make not this 
my retuge:fo: IJ ape, that if wee 

will fetch recoꝛdes, euen from the Apo- 
Hes themle!nes (who haue as it were 
1 their linger popnted ny _ 
d 


3 WV 


oa nn . tl dS a « AM 


biſible,-and ſo ſhall be, ſo farre fozth as 


But they ſap, that this true Churche, 
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wicked one, and all his falſe Church) 
that then we {Hall find, that there ſcarte 
hath beene any age, but that therein, ſo 
ſoone as this Antichꝛiſte began to ſhew 
his head, the Loꝛd hath alwayes ſtirred 
vp ſome, who did (et themſelues againſt 
his tyꝛannie. If they denie this thing, 
let them laye a wager, but withall let 
them giue pledges oꝛ ſureties foz p per⸗ 
fourmaunce, x J doubt not but we "Gall 
ſhew foo2th euen to al men,y the thing 
is ſo(vnleſſe they had rather be willing 
ly blynd)yea and that by god and ſuffi- | 
ctent witneſſes, and by cleare, euident, 
and manifeſt teſtimonies, dzawen out 
ol their very owne courtes and recoꝛds. 
But the aduerſaries cannot ſo be bat That the 
deled, but that they will reply, deman- truelaying 
ding at the laſt, what laying on of haͤds en of hands 
we are able to alleadge, that they haue nn neth 
reteiued, by who, in dur time our chur⸗ 
ches haue bene eſtabliſhed. Foz ſo 3 res | ii 
member, Spenſa, a Docto2 of the Sorbo 
niſter, did cry out againſt vs, by whome 
afterward there was publiſhedconcer- | 
ning thele matters, a voulome verge 
2 Os full of launderses. 
Firlt 


with 
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Hovw fire Firſt J anſwere that, which he him⸗ 
forth the lay ſelfe el where hath noted out of Hierom, 
ing on of dgainſt the *Lzciferians, which plate al⸗ 
—— hath ſg Gratian hath put into his decrees: to 
ed neceſſari Wit, that the laying an alhandes after 
to a lavyfull baptiſine perteineth rather to the honoꝛ 
calling. ol pꝛieſthod (as they call it) than to bind 
So called of ane by neceſſitpe of lawe, to obſerue 

3 aſter this ſoꝛt therefoꝛe J ſave, did 
char the aal Hierome iuge whome they call uppon 
vvas ofthe UWNongite their Dapntes . Wut they 
ſubſtance of Will replye foz\mfh that he diſputeth of 
the flesh. laping on of haneds in confirmation, 
and not of laying on of handes in oꝛdi⸗ 

nation, as they are woonte to ſpeake. 

Witche that J mape graunte to bee ſo, 
(although pen ſe thoughte otherwiſe) 
what ſhall this replication oz excep⸗ 
tion helpe them: foꝛ they themſelues do 
not onelp number confirmation among 
the Hacraments, but alſo( when it plea⸗ 
eth them) they account it moꝛe excel- 
lent, than Baptiſme it ſelfe. But let 

vs omit this thing. They conkeſſe (vn⸗ 
leſſe they will diſſent from Bernard, in 
dis Epiſtle 77. who notwithſtanding, 

Handeth bothe vppon the woꝛde ol God, 


44 4 and 


Notes of the Catholique Church. 


and alſo vppon the authoꝛitie of Auften 
and Ambroſe) that thoſe whiche are of 
the peeres'ofdiicretion, are blotted out 
of the Churche, foz contempt of Bap⸗ 
tiſme, and not foꝛ the want of it. And 
what ſhall let v3, that wee inaye not 
mucge moꝛe lpeake the ſame thing, of 
the iaptng on of handes, vſcd in gt- 
uing oꝛdors: vnleſſe peraduentare, they 

ſhall ſape, that that is moꝛe to bee re⸗ 
quired vato the holy Miniſterpe, than 
Baptiſme vnto ſaluation. But howe 
can theſe excellent ſeruauntes of God, 
ſeeme to haue contemned the laping on 
of handes, which in our time, by a ve⸗ 
rye Heauenlpe inſpiration, haue deli⸗ 
uered the Churche from the Tpꝛan⸗ 
nye of Antichꝛziſte, when as they had 
none, of whome they could lawfully, e⸗ 
uen by the warrant of the olde Canons 
themſelacs, aſke, oꝛ reteiue the ſame? 
foꝛ J haue befoꝛe ſhewed, & pet affirme 
this thing, that there can not he found 
one amongſt the whole clergie of Rome, 
which is able, by the pure and auncient 
canons, to defend their oꝛdination ko be 
tawfull. What ſay Z: It appeareth that 
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enen in the moſt pure Churche allo, the 
laping on of handes, was not counted ſo 
neceſſary*fo2 who J beſech vou laid his 
hands vpon Philip, that of a Deaton he 
ſhold be made an Euangeliſt! who laid 
handes vpon them, in that firſte diſper- 
ſing of them ſelues ab2oad at H ieruſa- 
lem (the very Apoſtles alſo being igno⸗ 
rant therot ) pꝛeached the Goſpell with 
ſo great fruit in Samariaꝛhut theſe men. 
Peter and lobn were after warde ſent, 
who ſhould lay their hands vpon them. 
Yea fo2 ſooth vppon thoſe who belened 
and were baptiſed , fo2 as fo2 the which 
firſt had pꝛeached the Golpell vnto the: 
there is no mentto at all made of them. 
But let vs put the caſe that this place 
were to be vnderſtod of theſe men alſo, 
The Apoſtles therefo2e ratified that, 
which the other as occaſion ſerued had 
done, euen befoꝛe examination, and be⸗ 
ſoꝛe oꝛdinary election, not meaning to 
make the laying on of hands, to be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, And if theſe men be 
the ſucceſſo2s of the Apoſtles ( as they 
will be called and accounted) why haue 
not Mev them ſelues alſo, x that by the 
__- example 
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example of the Apoffles, made haſfe, to 


app2ooue at the leaſt, the zeale of godly 
men: Oꝛ why did they not helpe, the ate 
fempt of that Archbiſhop of Colen, ras 
ther tha they ſhould haue betraped him 
to that Romiſh A4atichrif2 foz a reward 
alſo,of which wicked deed Gropperus had 
the Cardinals hat beſtowed vpon him, 


a touer in deed woꝛthy foꝛ ſuche a cup. 


Foz ſooth (they will ſay) becauſe ye are 
heretiques. Thertoꝛe the queſtion muſt 


be of the doctrine and not of the laping 
on of handes, and then (as J hope) we 
ſhall get the victoꝛp. 

But they will againe reply that that 
thing was lawſull at the firſt, when the 
Churches were ſpꝛinging: but now an 
o2der beeing onte eſfabliſhed, the ſame 
thing is not lawfull. J aunſwere that 
J confeſſe, there ought great regard, to 
be had of the times, t that they are not 
to be boꝛne with all, who violate the 
la wes of the Church, beeing well eſta⸗ 
blſhed. But what if I ſhall ſay that the 
lawes of right and lawfull oꝛdination 
are not violated by vs, but that ( when 
ther were taken away and defaced by 
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them, that fapned them ſelues to be the 
keepers of that oꝛder) we haue applyed 
our ſelues to the reſtitution, and reſtau⸗ 
ration of them ? Foꝛ, that this thing is 
ſo, it appeareth by this , that(ercepting 
the ceremonies which are iuſtlpy abꝛo⸗ 


gated) al thinges cõmanded in the woꝛd 


of God, and pꝛeſcribed in the auncient 
pure canons, are obſerued exactly in our 
Churches, but amongſt them, manikell⸗ 


Ip neglected. Now, who, when Paſto:s 


by common conſent, are chaungedinto 
Molues, woulde ſape, that the ſhcepe 
thoulde looke foz ſich manner of ayde, 
from Wolngs : and that ſhonlde bee 
condemned, whiche after the example 
of the Pꝛophets, doth willing!y ſet him 
ſelle againſte wolues : Let this contro⸗ 
nerſic thereſoꝛe be firſte diſputed of, be⸗ 


_ fozethequeſtion be made, touching the 


foꝛme of oꝛdination: and ict theſe men 
leaueofto boaſt ofthe apparell and out⸗ 
warde ſhewe of Paſtoꝛs, when as in- 
wardly they be rauening wolues ,. Uerely 
Chꝛiſt commandeth true Palto2s to be 
diſtinguiſhed from falſe, not by þ lay- 
ing on ol hands, Ba! by their fruits, h̊ is. 

| by 
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and licences, anſwere to theſe things? 
Whey being info2ced, to condemne 


extrao2dinary vocations, and that moze T an 
than once, and without exception alſo, cles ate not 


by doctrin and maners But what wil 
their Paſlo2s that be made, by Bulles 


at the laſte they flie vnto myꝛacles, neceſſary to 


which they will haue of neccſſitic to be prooueanye ||| 

; oly, lavvfull 
vocation, ei- 
ther ordina- 


oute of what place of Scripture, they nc or ca- 


requpꝛed, to this extraoꝛdinarp vocatt- 
on But if a man bydde them alleadge, 


haue at the length dꝛawen this rule: ordmarie. 


then it neccſſarily followeth , eyther p 
they can ſpeake no moꝛe than fyſhes, 
oz els bewꝛaie extreem ſhameleſneſle, 


Now, firſte it is manifeſt that the 
gyfte of myꝛatles, hath alwayes beene 


kree, that is, ſet in the power of God a» 


lone, who hath gynen the ſame at cer- 
tayne tymes, and to certaine perſons: | 
Therefoꝛe we tan make no rule ot it. 
Next,ſeeing that not onelp Chꝛiſt hath 
foꝛetolde, but alſo the olde and new ſto⸗ 
ryes witneſſe, that this gyff, was tom⸗ 
mon both to true, and alſo to falſe Pꝛo⸗ 
phetes, what madneſſe ſhall if argue, 
to bee deſirous to haue the falſe ſen- 

| | ding, 
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ding fo be dilcerned from the true, by 
miracles? 

By what Then vou will ſap, i ſhall be lawful 
meanesfalſe fo2 euery one to teach in the Churchino 
. in deed. Fo2 who ſoeuer ( where there is 

Aker: place fo2 oꝛder) diſpiſeth that oꝛder, he 

bei detlareth by this very thing, that he is 

: not ot God and therfo2e not to be heard. 

Thereſoꝛe the Donatiſtes, who were in 

deed Schiſmatiques, are by this reaſon 

iuſtlp codemned, becauſe, though it had 

bene molt true, which they obiected vn⸗ 

fo Oecilianus, pet the oꝛder of the church. 

was not fo2 that cauſe to be bꝛoken, and 

they were not to be boꝛne with, when 

fo2 the defection of ſome Churches, they 

cryed out, that all the woꝛld was fallen 
away. But where a generall diſozder, 

vnder the ſhew of oꝛder, beareth ſway, 

and no remedy can be looked foꝛ, from 

the authours of this miſchiefe : then 
doubtleſle, this muſt be perfozmed that 

euen as when a ſier is rayſed in a City, 

thoſe men ceſſing, oꝛ ſetting the city it 

ſelfe a ſter, which by the oꝛdinantes of 

the city,ought tohauecome to thequens 

ching ot that fier, it is the part of euery 

7 god 
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gd Citizen, to carrye water, yeaenen 
without oꝛder, and to caſt it vppon the 


flames:ſo in this, much moꝛe dagerons 
fire of the Temple of the Koꝛde, it is the 
duetie of euery godip man, as muche as 


in him lieth, to ſet him ſelf againſt that 


euil: and allo of the godly magiſtrate, 
to pꝛouide that a lawfull oꝛder bee re⸗ 


ſtoꝛed. So haue the godly Pꝛophets in 
times palk done: ſo haue Þ godly kinges 


Ez:cbiss and Ioſias done: and vnleſſe p 


berychꝛiſtian Emperoꝛs, when hereſies 
bare greate ſway, had inferpoſed their 


àuthoꝛitie, none had moꝛe beaten down 


the Church (ag at the length we ler it to 


haut bene done) than they that goners 
ned the chieleſt ſeates. nd if not with⸗ 
ſcanding all this, there haue beene no 
oꝛdine ry vocation, in the times ot theſe 
ancient Synodes, we muſte know that 
that fell out in deed, becauſe, that a law 
ful oꝛder then eſtabliſhed in the church, 
was not aitogeather aboliſhed, as it is 
manifeũ that it hath beene perfo2med, 
row ſundꝛy ages ſince, thozow the ty⸗ 


ranny of the faiſe Remiſh Bilhop:ther: 


remaynizg amongeſt them not ſo much 
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s a very flender ſhadow of the pꝛinci⸗ 
-pall parts of Eccleſtaſticall vocacton:to 
wit, of triall and election: but (after a 
moſt filthy ſale of all thinges), they v⸗ 
"ſing onelp a viceltke kinde ok laying on 
ok hands, thereby to deteiue the comon 
people. 

VVe vvant But though theſe thinges were not 
ul foꝛtible( which indeed are vet notwith⸗ 
% of ande ſanding mot ſtrong) what doth an ex» 
which che traoꝛdinary vocation appertaine to vs? 
falle church Foz it is molt manifeſt, that thoſe firſte 
- ofRome, Treffozers of Gods houſe, in the dapes of 
doth entru- gur fozefathers? to wit, Wick/iffe, Hus. 
— Hierome of Prage, Luther, Bucer, Otcolam- 


PY 1 8 padius, S wiuglius, Pellit an, ¶ aller, and ve- 


2 cal- ry many other) had the ſelfe ſame lay- 
ing on or hands that theſe men require, 
giuen them by their Biſhops, to teache 

- the people: by whome after wardes the 
Churches were, by little and little re⸗ 

Kozed: In which Churches alſo, we af- 

firme, that the true vocation of paſtoꝛs. 

Doctoꝛs, and Deacons, was reſtoꝛed. 

NowJ tall that a true calling, which 

is Ar $7 fo the FR of Gods 


But 
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But here againeour vno2derly oꝛdi⸗ The laying 
naries ſuppoſe, that they haue found out; 2. a 0 
ſomewjat,wherin they may manifeſt⸗ „ se 
ly blame vs. Fo2 they deny, that albeit bitcrie and 
thoſe men, whom euen now we named, not to that 
were miniſters, y therfo2e we are lab fate of By- 
fully oꝛdapned, ſeeing that biſhops one- r which 
ty may oꝛdapne miniſters: muche leſſe 1.0404 
ſay they, can we be biſhops. I in deedgs 
willingly leaue vnto them, al this ſtate 
of biſhoppely goauernment, whereof 3 
plainely ſav, that the holy Ghoſt was 
not the auctho2 ; but mans wiſedome, 


ter we will ſpeake in an other plate. 
Nom onelp J demaund of theſe men. 


from whence they haue fet this: foꝛ ſoth, 
from the ſecond Canon of the Apoſtles; 
(as they call it). But Gelaſus the Pops 
him ſelſfe doth recken theſe Canons, a⸗ 
mongſt the wꝛitinges connted Ayocya- 
pha:to wit J ſuppole, at the leaſt fo2 the 
titles ſake, Foꝛ he muſt needes be tog 

.. . impu⸗ 
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i:impudent, that woulde deny thoſe Ca⸗ 


nons, to haue bene made in moꝛe ages 
than one, ſo farr is it ot, that ridiculous 
inuention attributed to J cannot tel to 
what Clement , and latelp publiſhed in 


__  Greeke and Latin, in which the Apoſtles 


are bꝛought in one by one eſtablching 
theſe matters, may ber allowed of any 
man that is of any ſound ſenſe oꝛ iudge⸗ 
ment. Bat᷑ to what end ſhould we hin⸗ 
_ dle theſe thinges ſo largely? That the 
Euangeliſts were abouc the miniſters 
of which we ſpeake (oz otherwiſe Peter 
the Apoſtle, calleth euen him ſelfe a fel- 
low miniſter with the. 1. Pet. 5. I.) theſe 
men dare not deny, betauſe the Apoſtle 
him ſelfe ſettoth them befoze- Paſto2s 
and Doctoꝛs. EG-. 4. I. But euen Paul 
him ſelfe wirneſſoth, that 7:mo:hte, not 
- Appointed. a Biſhop to Fybeſut, oz anp 
cher Churche, but an Euangeliſt, and 
the companion of Pale the Apoſtle, did 
not reteiue the impoſition, oꝛ laping on 
of handes, no not from Paule him ſcife, 
hut from the pꝛeſbiterie, that is, from 
the tompanie oꝛ felowſhippe of Elders. 
Wherfoze iſ theſe men that mind N de⸗ 
>46 4, 56 | | end 
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fend the falſe biſhoply tyꝛannie, be diſ⸗ 
poſed to reaſon, let thẽ diſpute not with 
Geminiauus (as p cut! lawiers are wont 


to ſay) but with Paa i him ſelfe. Ne ve 


rely thinke thoſe to be lawfully oꝛdap⸗ 
ned. ws hauing accoꝛding to the Apo- 


tles rule, an exact inquirie of their do⸗ 
cringe and maners going befoꝛe, anda: 


kree and hoiy election, by the conſent ob 


the whole Churche, which they are to 
gonerne, are conſecrated and dedicated 
to God hyſolemne pꝛayes, and the very 


rite of laying on of handes vied ( it men 


ſhall fo thinke god) but yet ſimple, and 
of it ſelle, and not deſtled with any tra⸗ 
ditions of men. 5 

Now ſeeing theſe things are ſo, J fay 
that the fnuourers of the falſe Romiſhe 
Churche, doe in vayne let out o2 obiect, 


thoſe thꝛee notes of the Church: to wit, 
ſucceſſion merely perſonall, a calling 
ſundꝛed from the doctrine of the Apo- | 
ſtles:and the laying on of hands. And 1 


The con- 
cluſion of 
the vvhole 
Treatie, 


ſay this, both becauſe that none ok theſe 
by it ſelfe, can be either, a true, oꝛ ſim⸗ 
ple neceſſarp, oꝛ perpetuall note ot the 
vniuerſal Church:and allo, becauſe that 

7 «2 though | 


— — i, ow oy 
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though it were ſo, pet that no one of 
theſe notes at all, can be founde, in the 
kalſe Romiſhe Church, which doth not⸗ 
withſtanding cal hir ſelfe, (though moſt 
falſelp,) the vntuerſall Church: and on 
the other ſide J aſfirme, that that onelp. 
true, neceſlarꝝ and perpetuall marke or 
the Catholique Churche, that is fo ſay, 
that doctrine, which is molt perfectly 
tontapned in the w2ytings of the P20- 
phetes and Apoltles , doth once agayne 
thine bꝛight and cleere tn our Churches: 
and to be ſhoꝛte, that the very perſonall 
ſucteſſion, vocation, and oꝛdination ot 
the holy and right miniſtrie, are reſto⸗ 
red in the ſame our Churches: and that 
we haue not foꝛſaken Son, but haue fled 
gut of Babylon as the Loꝛde warneth vs: 


e that, wee haue not rent inſunder the 


2. King. 16. 
* 


Church, but following Fault fact, in the 
Church of Epheſus, mentioned Acts. 19. 
g. baue ſeperated Diſciples to the Lord:and 
that we haue not by the example of le- 
roboam, oꝛ the Donatifle,, ſet vp altar 4 
2 aintt altar, but cafling the altar brought 
from Damaſcus out of the Loꝛdes Houſe, 
we haue begun to reſtoze the true and 

| lincere 
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ſincere woꝛſhip of God, which woꝛke 


alſo 3 hope (although Sathan, do by his 
miniſters ſet himſelfe againſt the ſame. 
both within on bens 5 — 8 
it) ſhall pet notwithſtanding (ben that e 
5 of perdition , halls ode laſt be f 
tborowly ouert hrowen, hy the ſpi- 
rit of Gods mouth) be bleſs 
ſedly atchieued and 
finiſhed. 
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